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fell? 




Coach Mohammed Kherl: So far happy 



You have not 

seen anything 
yet, says Kheri 


A 2 » ilnasliing of Zanzibar hy 
Kenya's Harainhoc Stars in the 
°np»nHg Easi and Ccntr.il Africa 
Cliallnijic Cup lias given [Jus 
coimiry n clear head sum and 
cxivciaiiiHis arc high iJmi the 
ilash with Uganda Uimorrmv 
(Sainrdny) will he tilled in 
Nairobi's favour. 

Harnmhee Slurs were by press 
tunc the mosl dreaded side. They. 
Iiusi Uganda and Rwanda piny in 
Croup A. 

Ugnnda drew with Rwanda 
in I heir opening match. Kenyan 
coaeh Moliiunined Klieri is u 
happy man and thinks that his 
boys have not yet shown the stuff 
they are made of. 

Harnmliee Stars win at the 
Nakivuho Stadium gave them 
three points from the game. 

There was no doubt that 
Kenya "'ere a better team against 
the traditionally stubborn 
Zanzibaris, 

Kenya's gonls were scored 


By Staff Reporter 


out ar I the *anic old 
considered for the En« * 
ny mid fielder Tony Lwangn and Central African 

Henry Motego. chumpinnships. 

Apart from Lwangn and A,wn fn„„ | lini ^ ti 

I'ltcgo, the Kenyan side Ihc young pi ayers he fu-|% t-- 

comprised of skipper John have been in the ; 

Hiisnlo, Vincent Kwarula. are Re-Union's Seif Mv- 

Francis Oduor. Sammy Oinolh.. Sony's Erick (AW Hi,'. 

Mus.i Oneno. Allan Odhiamho. keeper Paul Onvi«i ni r 

Idd'Abuhaknr. William Ingnngn OcliiengorGor " * 

tiro where. Gor Malm, s ace Ken Kenyan,, will he 

Sinker Steven Odi«ga will not be AFCL^piirdsduiine.i™ J 

jouung the Orlando Pirates of season. He is w,| h lh c Hararr>! 
South Africa this month as earlier Stars in Kampala * a 
speculated. keeper. 

His overseas trip will take Meanwhile, former AfC 
him .0 Europe next year. Leopards chairman AIM 
According. to Odiaga (he chose Wekesa Samhu hot WcdnMr. 
not in I mk- up with Harombee handed over the club's asscisb 

Mnrs m Kampala) up-coining the newly elected eicculm 

players were being sidelined by committee headed hy lawyer 

the national team. Peter Onolo. 

He saya n numher of young Samhu was honouring i 

players who hnd proved their promise he made on Noveinta 
worth this season had been left 19 during the club's eleciicwis. 


- • • ■ J " - fuma will; Store 

All set for Bomet athletics event 

fioincl is Ihe venue for ihe Bu Staff will he „„ ™nin „r,.„ . .... 


Stars in Kampala as a Manf*. 
keeper. 

Meanwhile, former AfC 
Leopards chairman Altai 
Wekesa Samhu last Wcdwdi) 
handed over the ctuh'sasschb 
Ihe newly elected eicculm 
committee headed hy lawyer 
Peter Onolo. 

Samhu was honouring i 
promise he made on NovemKj 
19 during Ihe club's deriion 5 . 


fioincl is Ihe venue for the 
December 9 cross ebuntry 
championship from which a 
select team will lie formed to 
make an athletics club. 

The event, which has been 
organised by Joseph Chepkwony 
is open to all athletes and clubs 
from a]' over the country. About 
300 runners are expected to 
participate. 


By Staff Reporter 

The athletes who will he 
selected at the meeting will be 
accommodated -and trained ut 
Sigor Commercial College. 

■The race is scheduled to stnrt 
at 9.00 am at Bornei stadium. 

Chepkwony said he hud 
confirmed with the KAAA 
branch offices in Botnet that there 


will he no conflict of events on 
[lint day. 

He said this in conformity 
with KAAA regulations which 
do not allow two athletics events 
to take place on the same day. 

The Former soldier also said 
the planned district clinic which 
was supposed to be h£ld on 
November 30 had been 
postponed to mid Jnrumry. The 


‘ ‘ "iimiuiiiwj in uoinei mat there postponed to mid January. Th 

Hockey: Kenya play 
Malaysia on Dec 28 

Kciiy.', young hockey airs Hy By Staff Renortar collect in a niniuiv far 


Kenya’s young hockey stars fly 
lo Pakistan later this month for 
the World Cupsclicduled to take 
place in Rawalpindi. 

The under - 18 national teem 
aro drawn to meet Malaysia in 
their first inalch on December 
28. . 

Thejj play host Pakistan tho 
following day and Holland on 
December 31. 

On January 1 . Kenya will play 
Belgium and wind up ihe group 
lies against Russia on January 3. 


arc India, Japan. Mexico, and 
Netherlands. The Kenya Hockey 
Union (K.H.U)sccrctary.Slieikh 

Dnoud snys (hat the final team 
that will take part in the event 
will be named on December 13. 

He said (he team will be 
selected during, an inter- 
provincial under- 18 T.N.T 
tournament set for December X- 
12. at the City Park Stadium. 

He said that, (ha team of 16 


collecting money for the n ip. 

Meanwhile, the 1995/96 
national hockey league to be 
sponsored by Cannon Assurance 


clime will be run by the nniionul 
athletics coach. Dan Muchoki. 
and is meant lo train nil primary 
school games masters and nil 
interested parties from the 
district. 

Three-time Boston Marnthon 
champion Cosmas Ndeti and 
former 10.000 metres world 
record holder Yobcs Ondickiare 
expected to spearhead Kenyans 
team to this year's Fukuoka 
International Marathon, to be 
held this Sunday in Japan. 

Meantime, the inaugural 
national women’s cross-country 
championship is (he highest event 
in the 1995/% alhlclics calendar 
released by the Kenya Amateur 
Athletic Association (KAAA). 

The championship will be 
held in Nnkuru on January 20. 
The worldcross-countiy tenin 
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■ v '-■iunun assurance ‘ wuriucrass-couiitiy tenin 

Company will start onDccember w '»> camp in lien instead of 

tradilinnnl Ifinn.i 


Fourteen teams. (h c union 
announced, will take part. The 
teams will be from Nyanza, Coast 
and Nnlrnhi nrrtlii naa. O'! 


f * — uiatoau 

traditional Kigori in Embu. 

Anolher highlight events of 
Hie season is the regional cross- 
country meeting in Morogoro, 


iv' ■ 

Mir. < !* 
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si. Moro8oro - 

Mombasa Institute MnmU.... * CTOSS 


® -»■ rie saia mat. mo (cam of 16 

Apart from Kenya, oilier . players will leave ihe country on 
African tennis to lake pari in the , December 21 . The secretary 
inaugural event are Egypt nnd . revealed that (hey will reqiiircSh 
Soutli Africa who ore placed in 700,000 to prepare for.thc event. 
Pool "B’\ He saidplans were underway 

Other teams (hat will take port fo laun ch a raffle with die aim of 

v " ■ 1 PHhlieliasl'U** r... .. 1 '■ 


Mombasa InsUlutc. Moinbflsa 
Youngsters, Mombasa Simba 
nnd Armed Forces (Coast). 

From Nairobi are Park Rond, 

Nairobi Institute, Kenya 
Breweries. Aga Khan Sports 
Club, Parklnnds Sports Club, 
Ktirale Axiom, Nairobi Simba 
and Nairobi Gymkhana. 


■ vi uaa 

country races before the national 
championships oh February 17 . 
The first meeting was held last 
weekend at the Post Office Club. 
Ngong Road. The second one, 
on December 2. wi If be held in 
NyahurUru. Others ore lien (Dec 
16), Machakos (Dec 30) and 
Mosacho (Jnn 13) 




Canpfts Ndetf: Already in Japan 


Puhfished bv the Eau AfrJrnn ^ rrrrjrfrri f>] iJ i J J Jj ; ^ ^ (Jan 13) ■ ■ Cosipas N deti: Already in Japan 
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NSSF acquires 
Village Market 

for Sh 3 billion 
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■^ 8 Village Market., built at Sh 258 million and sold for Sh 3 billion 


The preatigeous'Sh 250 million 
Village Market in Nairobi’* 
Gigiri area is among Ihe latest 
acquisitions- by the National 
Social Security Fund (NSSF) at 
a staggering price of Sh 3 billion, 
This reporter has established. 

The deal between Village 
Market nnd the Fund was sealed 
in October this year and av nil able 
information indicates that the 
pensioners' fundorganisation has 
paid the former owners, 
.Kingsway Molars, Sh 300 
million as dow-n payment for the 
prime property. 

Both the vendor and the buyer 
declined to make tiny statement 
when contacted by this reporter. 

Kingsway Motors is owned 
by Nairobi tycoon Manisli Shah. 

Tho Village Market ppened 
for business in October. 

Besides Mr Shah, other 
directors -of the multi-million 
shopping complex included 
businessmen Ehsnni Miraz and 


By James Katululu 


his brother Hamcd Miraz.. 

Ahighly placed (retiring)civil 
servant, was also in the 
directorship of the complex; 
However, .this reporter was 
unable to authenticate this latter 
Turn to Page 2 
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A time for 
reflection 

— Page 3 & 9 

Ibsjsrasa 

Unchristian use 
of the Cross 

— Page 10 


f irl-M'MB if 


Pastor speaks out 
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New IDs: Why the suspicion 


nyansare gening increasingly 

Df ft ? about lhe "Intentions 

■ ™ Karnr government in 
thenr ; (o indicate .their 
ijhehcies fo application 
ot the new identity cards, 
some, lh Kanu and in the 
^Won. ihe new move in a 

rigelft 6 ' to . ^' anu desi 8 nK of 
aSL-^W General 
B " d ,hd government 

the intentions 
. P “ r W» of. the new 


By.Blamuel Nlururl 


requirement. 

Indeed, even theChairmnnof 
the Electoral Commission, 
Retired Justice Zacchaeus 
Clicsoni was last week" quoted as 
saying that no strings should be 
attached to. (he issuance of new 
IDb as wananchi- should be free 
lo register and vole in b 
constituency of their choice. 

■ Wien a minister in the Office 
of the President, Mr Jackson 


Kalweo announced the launch of 
the new cards on November -3, 
the only new attributes he' 
attached to thpnew-Iook-IDs whs ■ 
that (hey Jjave “high security 
features,” 

He made no mention of Ihe 
constituency reference during 
application for the IDs. When 
(he matter came up in Parliament 
botivKanu and opposition- MPa 
saw (lie new m'ove as a veiled 
plot to. rig the 'forthcoming 
elections. 


To many MPs tho move could 
only be intended to serve political 
.endB since it has no security 
significance. Such fears may not 
be far-fetched given the fact (hat 
when Mr KalwoO launched "the 
new IDs, he said dial one million 
youilis who had not been issued 
with the old ones Would now gel 
-them during the registration 
exercise. 

The figure of one million is 
considered low given the fact 
.tumtoPage3 


sea 


ry Christinas 
and a 

Prosperous 1996 

The- Editor,' Staff and Editorial Board of 
Target Newspaper wish our esteemed 
readers, advertisers, partners, church 
leaders, distributors and vendors a • 

■VvCerry Christmas 
and a 

/Happy Hfza year 

We also wish to remind you that a one-year 
subscription of Target is one of the best gifts' 
you can glvefriendsjamlly and institutions. 


Subscription Form on Page 3 
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^National News . j 

Njoya's Christmas 
recipe for Kenyans 


The best Clir i si mas gi ft Keny an s 
can expect from the government 
is for it to honour President Moi 's 
promise in January this year for 
constitutional review, says the 
Rtiv (Dr) Timothy Njoya. 

In a sermon ■ titled 
"Incarnation: Prom Bethlehem 
tn Heaven via Kenya,*’ to - the 
faithful of Gilhima Church, 
Kikuyu, thePCE A minister said: 
"If Kanu remains recalcitrant 
against such a desirable duty, the 
other parlies should rise above 
their differences and present one 
presidential candidate for the 
1997 elections." 

Dr Njoya lamented that 
Kenyan Christians were evading 
the journey of- Christ from 
Bethlehem to the cross through 
their country and that they used 
the church as a buck-pus sing 
religion in which prayers were 
offered to God For Him to assume 
the duties which Christ assigned 
to them. 

Noting that God became 
human because not all God’s 
plans for salvation could have 
been accomplished on the basis 
of God-to-human without 
hum an-to-h liman participation, 
the cleric said Christians 
undermined God's incarnation 
with Jlieir prayers that He helps 
political authorities to change 
without* themselves being 
involved in that '.changing 
process. 

Aaanexample, theRev Njqyn 
cited animation where instead of 


By Seth MusJsl 


confronting the social evils and 
corrupt systems with the (ruth as 
Jesus did, -Christians found it 
mdr$ convenient to move to 
fellowship corners and while 
there continued to pray to God to 
. change corrupt leaders since they 
did not WBnl to risk carrying the 
cross. 

In so doing, 'Christians 
intended to 'operate on tfie 
cum fun able spiritual plane thus 
talking to God rather than to the 
cor fitly- rulers whore Christ wns 
born, lived and died, he, .said 
charging that this made their 
Christianity accountable to 
nobody except their own 
'delusion. 

Dr Njoya appealed to 
churches to point out that Jesus 
was not born in .the church and 
was neither raised in the 
fellowship, but rother in the 
roughest places, the slums and 
ghettos of his time. And os a 
proof of his incarnation,' Christ 
was crucified naked by Pilate 
which showed H is poor followers 
that they had no political fliture.- 
The cleric reminded the 
church that the year was. ending 
andyet the government had failed 
to honour President Mdi’s 
promise- to review the 
constitution. This in itself had 
caused disenchatment and 
disaffection against the Head of 
Slate, he said. 

He could not understand why 


the government would promise 
its people equal development, 
protection and democracy and 
then mobilize all its armed and 
administrative resources to 
counter its promises. 

“Sin can be seen In our effort 
to do contrary to the good wc are 
educated, raised up, elected, 
sworn or employed to do. Instead 
of tackling crime and corruption 
in the streets and offices, people 
use religion as a medium of 
spiritual subJimntion'io avoid 
tangible action'," he said.' 

Tlie Rev Njoya said he could 
not understand the basis for those 
lie referred to ns "charismatic 
and evangelical charlatans' 1 from 
America and -Korea to deceive 
Kenyans that ail their problems 
were spiritual, ye t Uicir air tickets 
and hotel bills were not paid ■ 
spiritually and by prayers. 

He told those foreign 
evangelists that God must have 
found working, on the spiritual 
realm without the material and 
physical form too -ineffective 
which was why He came to the 
world and was bom in the human 
form. 

Warning Ihm the political 
"sing-song"' that the Church 
should leave politics to 
politicians was the enemy of 
Jesus' incarnation, theRev Njoya 
said God found politics loo holy 
a calling to be left solely. in the 
hands of untrustworthy 
individuals. 

And in reference to the 



The Rev Njoya: Confront social evils. 


political climate when Jesus wns 
born and where the kings were 
hostages of the fear to let go the 
old in -the face of the new; Dr, 
Njoya said Kenya -had become 

hostage to untouchable thugs who 
die Police Commissioner could 
not arrest even if they openly 
declared mass violence and 
eviction against innocent people. 

“The first Christmas gift God 
gave to the world was Christ 
without (he limitations to any 
tribe, ideology, gender, 
fellowship, pulpit, temple clergy 
or fear," he said' and noted that 
God knew that there was 
something inherently flawed and 
incomplete about the prophets, 
kings, 'priests, law- and 
government thaicouldnoicanect 
itself • without His direct 
involvement in correcting and 


completing it. 

In an earlier sermon at St 
John’s CPK Karura church, Dr- 
Njoya decried what he described 
as horrible consequences which 
had befallen countries, churches 
and individuals who strayed from 
following the star of God’s 
wisdom to following the nyayos 
of human wisdom. 

The sermon which was based 
on the.theme, “King Herod in the 
Wisdom of African Christmas,'' 
revolved - around what the- 
preacher termed as blunders that - 
were made on the firs l Christmas 
when Herod killed 3,000 infants 
as a result of the wise men having 
meandered to his palace. 

He likened the incident to last 
Christmas when the- Kanu 
government dispatched armed 
forces to the residents of Maela 
refuge camp. 


^ - - _ miTceun g ana roxuge camp. 

NSSF buys Village Market for Sh 3bn 

FfOttt Ptlg8 1. 8QUrCC5Said\VaK*lB!ftnnivrhhmu nmnnain,B .f kl_ f_- 


From Page 1 
information. 

The* purchase of the latest 
shopping, complex in Nairobi 
comes in the wake of arealestate 
buying frenzy by die fund mainly 
from politically -correct 

individuals in the city and other 
(owns. 

So far, the NSSF. has spent a 
staggering Sh 18 billion in the 
purchase of plots in Nairobi and 
its outskirts. The properties 
belong to senior* cabinet 
ministers, top Kanu leaders and 
well-iinired lopal -.and Asian 
businessmen, / 

Last August, the fund 
clinched a Slj 975,750,000 deal 
with a company* going by the 
name Nokin Investments Limited 
to buy its225 acres irrEmbakairi.- 

Tho deal was sealed on 
August 30, in an agreement 
signed by Nolan's lawyers, M/s 
Kilonzo and ' Company 
Advocates and the Fund’s 
'Managing Trustee, Mr S.W. 
Muindi. : ■ ' * . 

.. The NSSF. paid. a down 
payment of Sh . 100,000;000 
through .cheque number U- 
"967170 drawn from the Kenya 
Qommeroiai-Bank Limited, Moi 
Avenue. The rest of the money, 


sources said was paid on or about 
November 29. 

Just before parliament went 
on recessonDecembcr 7, Kimilili 
Member, Mukhisa -Kituyi 
described the parcel of land in 
Embnkasi as a useless quarry and 
named businessmen Gideon Moi, 
Sam Nynmweya and a Mr Gohil 
as the people whosold thelandto 
thffNSSF. 

Mr Kituyi told parliamen tthat 
Nokin Ltd sold tlie quarry, Iasi 
September and tabled documents 
which included a confidential 
letter from Mr Muindi forwarding 
the cheque fir Sh 100 million 
through M/s. Kilonzo* and 
Company Advocates of Nairobi. 

Despite what appears to bean 
'organised property-buying 
.exercise Mr. .Muindi 
acknowledged inoneof Uwktters 
In my possession that. the 
worker*.' pension scheme did not 
havo sufficient funds to 
immediately pay for the plots it 

has recently acquired. ,\ ' 

■ This is contrasted by iho fact 
UiM' the acquisition of Village 
Market. came much later after 
this, letter- was written, 

In the latter mirted. "secret" 
arid dated September 8*. Ip 95 , 
Mr -Muindi, -writing- to the 


proprietors of Nokin Limited 
says: Further to our letter* R6f: 
SF/A/17/lQ/10VolX( 158) dated 
7th September, 1995, on the 
above referenced subject, we 
forward herewith our cheque 
number U967170 dated 8th 
September, 1995. for Sh 
100,000,000 beirig part purchase 
price. The. balance part of 
purchase price will be forwarded 
as soon as our liquidity position 
improves." 

In its. politically brokered 
deals, at grossly inflated prices 
over the last two years, the NSSF 

is currently, under pressure to 
honour its obligations. 

The securityof the Embakasi 
property, Which the NSSBbought 
at the price of Sh 44 million per 
acre, was with the Consolidated 
Bank of Kenya before being 
acquired by Nokin, 

Investigations show that the 
land Was initially owned by 
j tycoon Stanley Mug^Giihutigori • 
and was later acquired by Jimba 
Credit Finance before finally 
landing with Consolidated Bank 
* ah^r Jimba went under. . 

i It Was not established how 
'Nokin acquired the land rj there 
land communication uythaNSSF , 


or to its lawyers to that effect. 

Mr. Kilonzo, a partner in 
Kilonzo and Company 
Advocates, writes in a letter dated 
August 30, that he hatLnot been 
fumiBhed with the original sale 
agreement between Nokin and 
Consolidated Bank. 

Two days later, -Nokin wrote 
to Mr Kilopzq informing him 
that he would 1 be advised wliat 
portion of the sales proceeds 
would be paid to the bank.. 


total Investmanf 

However this seems to have 
been the end to that line of 
communication and it is still 
unclear whether Consolidated 
Bank was involved in the sale as 
tt is nut even mentioned in the 
sale, agreement between Nokin 
and NSSF. 

Documents in my possession 
indicate that so far, the NSSF Ifas 
-spent more than Sh 18 billion in ' 
land buyjng transactions, which 

^counted for 39 percentof the 
NSSF s total investment 
portfolio of Sh 464 billion by 
the ctid of June this yeari 
Officials of the. Workers' 
pension schema were tight-lipped 
about detaiJs of the Ufrsaciiqns 
and this reporter spent several 


weeks trying to reach Mr Muindi 
i who was, said to be chairing. 

! mociing'ff* whenever the reporter 
I went to his'office or telephoned, 
i The files' of Nokin at the 
Registrar of Companies offices 
were 'unavailable by presa time 

The Village Market area, 
which was ’once home for 
hundreds of squatters is the 
former Kibagare Village. It is 
said to have belonged to the • 
Mbiyu Koinange family. 

Sources say it was later 
acquired by Nandi .Kanu 
powerman, Ezekiel B amg 'etuny 
before it -landed inthe hands of 
the Kingswny Motors group of 
companies- and the. Miraz 
brothers. 

Sources told this reporter that 
the Kingsway group would 

continue managingjhe complex 

for one year even after the sale to 
NSSF. Tenants told this reporter 
that • the management nad 
increased its service charge by 
85 per cent. ' 

Earl lament’s Public 

Invesiments Committee (PIC) 
has instructed the Permanent 
Secretary -for I -abourto produce 
proper . valuations of the 
properties acquired b.y the 
, pensioners’ fund, failure to which 
he would be held responsible Iqr 
• the "dubious transactions." 


I Nineteen 
join fray 

against 

Saitoti 

] — 1 By James K«ni.,t. 

Ninetten Kam, 

Kajnub North 
accusal Vice-PnsidMt GeaJ 
| Sailoti of sidelining 
issuesinlheconliiatcymi,.., 
of Kikuyus. 

„ T i e 6 rou P peiiiiond 

President Mot to sack the V«. 

I I President, whom they said htj 

become a liability to the Mam 

community "due to his Kifar.i 
parentage." 

(Last Thursday's Ktic 
Governing Council metti)1J 
I resolved that the party would w 
entertain tribalistic ouibusis). 
The officials, led by thi 
Keekonyokie location party 
treasurer, Mr Raphael ole Siirt 

accused the VP of teaming up 
with “outsiders" in fo 
constituency to grab Musii 
property. They also accused him 
of being behind die sacking ol 
some senior Maasai tribeamre 
from the Civil Service, Thcyfid 
not name those allegedly sic W 
The group, which visitedw 
newsroom last week.daimtdil* 
Maasai community had Ihi 
confidence in Prof Saiioti'i 
leadership did asked him (and: 
an elective post outside KajWa 
district in the 1997 geueril 
elections. 

I They said the VP hid 
interfered with the allocation d 
I land in the district so dial Mata 
land owners were denial tills 
deeds for their parcels although 
I they were tlie rightful ownersof 
the land in Knjiado. 

“We are now- fed up will 
Saitoti and if he dares seek uy 
elective post here, thepeopkwilJ 
reject him,” they said in a H* 
point memorandum Ihcygavett 
Target. 

j The- group said Prof 
had ganged up with Nganj’ 
District Officer Reuben Row 11 
in working against the welfare®! 
the '-Maasai. 

The memorandum alleged 
that Prof Saitoti hod hindered^ 
appointment of the.Msaiii » ; 

senior administralivejobs so tba 

he can continue manipulating^* : 
illiterate members of , 
community. . | 

They also 'accused rota H 

protecting comiptcivil 
especially, in Ngong’ divis* 
by having their iraiwiei* 

. rescinded whenever they 
moved to other parts of tw 
country. 

The officials said t>» 
althougn they werej^ 
supporters of Kanuand Ptf®* 
Moi, it had become difficult W 

them to propagate party 

the division d«e to oppo^ 
from the.VP and his heading 
"We are now appealing 10 ® • 
party president to 
before the Kajiado Kantrbrtf» 
disintegrates because of * * 
individuals amongst “*• , 

said. 


forget, December 16.31, 1-. 
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IDs: Why Kenyans are suspicious 


from Page t 

tfsi estimates have in the past 
Jji the figure ns hi 8 h flS four 

mlhon. , _ . 

The issue of the figure has 
^ prominently played up in 
the Rift Valley where tpany 
youths who have attained the age 
of 18 have been unable to secure 
HH as they have been referred to 
ancestoral districts of their 
parents. Many of the-youths are 
ions and daughters of migrant 
fokuyu and other ethnic groups 
*to settled in the Rift Valley 
before and after independence • 
more than a generation ago. 

Several thousand Kikuyu 
families relocated in the Rift 
Valley after buying out former 
While Highlands farms owned 
by departing -colonial settlers in 
the 1960a and 1970s, through 
wch efforts as land buying groups 
of Ngwataniro, Nyakinyua and 
the Gikuyu, Embu and Meru 
Association (GEMA) initiatives. 

Thumbs 
up for 
Kericho 
dramatists 

By Seth Muslsl 

Students of the Kericho-based 
Kenya Highlands Bible College 
have formed a drama group 
fawwaasPamoja Drama Festival 
through which they intend to 
convey and spread the gospel. 
Tre group is the brainchild of Mr 
Oerald Baraza who says he has 
an obligation to serve God 
through drama.' 1 

‘T am pleased to report- that 
line© the formation of our drama 
ppup, the spreading ofj the gospel 
« places have performed has 
started assuming new dimensions 
in proportions which we never 
MUcipgted," Baraza says. 

Dramatizing the word of God 
In an unexaggerated manner 
sppean ^attract greater attention 
toJha audience, he says, 

"We believe this major 
departure from the traditional 
practice of preaching and 
analysing will capture the 
attention of all those yearning 
for |he word of God so that we 
kginaeeing our. churches filled 
10 capacity like in the past," he 
lays.. 

„ .H® oalls this .method 
frmulalion". Pantoja visits 
churehesj theatre*, schools arid 
Pnhl^places re-enacting various 
Instances in the Bible, with the 
main characters In .the drama • 
tolitating phrist, Roman riders, 

' 1 Wish leaders, priqsts etc. ., 

1 .principal Robert 

• LjMgyu.says thatgince the group 
WPtod that mode of conveying 

Reading the word of God. 

•^y people are jjpgjnriing to re- 

(heir beliefs andatand with 
' ^Sfrd tq die biblical teachihg. 


Others ventured into the Rift 
Valley as business communities. 

The issues of their youths 
registration has been a matter of 
discussion between President 
Daniel arap Moi and GEMA 
representatives over the years and 
more recently between them and 
the Kalenjin, Maasai, Turkana 
and Samburu (Kamatusa) 
representatives in the failed 
Gema-Kamatusa peace talks. 

It is not clear whether they 
will gain unconditional 
registration in the new exercise 
or they will be directed to go to 
the alien native constituencies of 
their parents. In terms of 
numbers, if the youths are not 
registered, millions of Kenyans 
would be deprived the chance jo 
elect representatives of their own 
choice and swing the pendulum 
towards Kami's favour in the 
elections. 

Should these youths be denied 
the opportunity to register, they 


will automatically he 
defranctmed come the next 
elections. The. same foie could 
befall many others who may be 
required to traveLto their home 
constituencies to vole there. 

Tlie opposition fear is not 
without foundation. The Ngong 
District Officer, Mr Reuben 
Ro rich, was reported in the press 
as setting up additional rules that 
no one will be registered in the 
division if he/she docs not own 
property. How many 18-year- 
olds own properly in rural and 
urban areas is anyone's guess. 

Universal suffrage 

MrRotichfuilhcFsaid he had 
appoinicdacommilteethal would 
screen would-be ID seekers and 
politicians would not be part of 
that committee since they would 
complicate themaUer. If Kenyans 
arc requited to indicate their 
constituencies and even the local 
councillor or-MP is not part of 


that exercise, then somethiug is 
amiss somewhere. 

Moreover, argue democrats, 
the directive by the DO that one 
would have to produce evidence 
of material possessions means 
hc/shc would stand no chance of 
being registered if he/slie is a 
beggar notwithstanding the fuel 
that beggars also have a 
constitutional right lu he 
registered as Kenyans in 
facilitate their enjoyment of 
universal suffrage. 

The issue is of concern when 
the DO directs that even civil 
servants and businessmen from 
other parts of the country 
stationed in Ngong will noi.be 
registered locally. This is mi 
attempt to make lire exercise more 
expensive limn it should he. 

The Ngong- DO is not just 
another administrator. His 
division, is the home for Prof 
George Saitoti who.doublcs up 
as the state and Kanu vice- 
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"Church ministers" bless Baraza after He presents himself to them after repenting. 

Loss of Siakago seat 
blamed on clanism 


Clanism played a major role in 
the just-concluded Siakago by- 
election in which Mr Gerald Ireri 
Ndwlga -was re-elected to 
parlldip?nt this time on a Kanu 
tiqkpt, FORDrAsUi Activist 
AaguatineNjeru-Kathangu says. 

Mr Kathangn. says the 
Democratic Party (DP) candidal?, 
and his party wereoverrconfident 
during Ihepolldue to thef act that 
the candidate, Mr BIton Njue, 
belonged to the majority 
Ndamata-clan. 

However, the Ndamate was 
divided into four groups during 
the by-electipn, each with, 
followers of different Kami, 
functionaries. . 

Mr. Kathangu said land 
disputes in the constituency 
dating book to many years had , 
divided the Ndamata clan. . 

According to him, Kanu waB 
able to win through the 
manipulation of a former minister 


By James Katululu 


and Embu Kanu branch chairman 
Mr Jeremiah Nyagah, who he 
accused of pouring millions pf 
shillings inthe constituency to 
ensure that his party won. 

But Mr Kaihangu conceded 
that the by-election had been 
conducted [fieely and fairly. 

H|e accused the DP and its 

campaigners of ignoring felevenlh 

hour advice to campaign in the 
two dans instead . of 
concentrating only in the majority 
Ndamata clan. 

Mr Ndwiga won .the by- 
election with more, than 5,000 
votes while, Mr Njue managed 
fewer than 2,000 voteg, 

Mr Ndwiga's estranged wife, 
Beatrice, managed a paltry 56 
votes on the party her husband 
defected*, frpm.'the Kenyan 
■National CopgreSs (KNC). 

Mr Kathangu said the hiving 


off of Mbeere from Embuand its 
upgrading to a sub-district had ■ 
also played to Kami's advantage 
as the people were optimistic that 
Mbeere would be t'uther 
upgraded -to a district if Kanu 
won. 

Theappositionisl alleged that 
civil servants from the Mbeere 
community hadboen givenleavc 
and hugeallowances tocoinpaign 
for the Kanu candidate and 
named Embu DC, Mr David 
Malombe as -the coord in itor of 
the exercise. 

He said -voters weii-also 

intimidated in the areas s aid to be 

in Mr Njue’s camp. by the 
deployment, 'of armed -security* 
men. who indiscriminately beat 
up the- locals. 

As a result -many v oters, 
especialy from Evurori division, 
which waiNjtre's stronghold did 
not turn up on the polling day. . 


president and Minister fur 
Ecunumic Planning. 

It is also (lie limnc of fiery 
veteran politician John Keen, a 
defect! i r from the Demutr-iiic 
Party nf Kenya l DP) where hu 
was secret uiy general and a clove 
friend uf the Minister for Local 
Government. Mr William ole 
Nii mama, whme sen time ills 
about ethnic balance in the RilV 
Valley are well known. 

The three men me lop notch 
political strategists who could 
try any trick in the revived Kami 
1997 re-election handbook. Mr 
Niiniamu has fully hacked Mr 
Rotich claiming Kikuyus have 
invaded Kajiado and Nurok 
districts. 

Such' considerations have led 
many to suspect Kanu sir ale gists 
inuy be having something up their 
political sleeves in so fnr ns the 
constituency requirements mid 
the ad hoc corn! it ions being issues 
count. 

Altera U, in any arc aware that 
the Rift Valley Province was. the 
infamous host to the ethnic 
clashes during which thousands 
of innocent Kenyans werekil led. 
displaced and their properties 
looted. 

It is also the only major 
- province, among Kenya's eight, 
that boasts of Kanu exclusive 
zones. Interestingly tlie Knnu 
government was not in anyhurry 
to ameliorate critic’s fears. 

Minority winner 

Again, such fears are not 
without precedents. During 1979 
General Electirins, a rehabilitated 
Kanu life member, the late 
Jaramogi Oginga Odiuga,- along 
with a host of other politicians, 
were denied party clearance to 
si and for parliamentary elections 
on the flimsy grounds ihm their 
Kami membership receipts had 
been issued in Nyeri and not their 
native Siay& district. 

Similarly those seeking 
elective offices or voters 
themselves could be denied the 
opportunity in a constituency 
oilier than their original ones as 
indicated on the deinils of their 
ID registration. 


If the new regulations lake 
rout, it could lead to some form 
■>!' Icgivlatiuii being slipped 
through parliament to amend the 
Presidential and. Parliamentary 
Elections Act whereby voters 
would be confined tu vote within 
their local constituencies. 

This would not be peculiar in 
•my way. Just before the repeal 
of section 2 (a), the Attorney 
General .slipped in aclause which 
introduced provinces as part of 
tlie electoral process whereby the 
conntryciidcd up wiiha minority 
winner us president. 

The clause* introduced 
required that a presidential 
candidate should get 25 per cent 
lead of votes in at luast five of tlie 
eight prov incus, Itowever low tlie 
turn out. 

lilts meant that even if. the 
candidate did not get 50 per cent 
of the entire registered votes, he/ 
she would take up the leadership. 
All fears on the thick Kanu plot 
to use the registration exercise to 
its advantage were confirmed by 
Mr Ntimama, who has since 
supported the Ngong DO and 
claimed that thousands of alien 
Kenyans have invaded -Kajiado 
and Narok districts to register 
nnd eventually vole there. 

As far ns -Mr Ntimama fa 
concerned, his target is noneother 
than tlie Kikuyu ethnic group, 
which he.has frequently accused 
of grabbing lend from ignorant 
Maasai during (he late President 
Joirto Keny atta’s regime as well 
as colluding with land registrars 
in the current regime. 

His so-called occupation 
migrant Kikuyus in- Ngong 
division nowspread from-Ngong 
Town to entire Matosia when 
they liave displaced the Maasai, 

There are many. Ntimama 
ihink-atikos in. Kami, nnd its 
government and it ih roosi 

probable that other leaders, 
particularly in (lie Rift Valley, 
who have not spoken against the 
new move are in full agreement 
with Messrs Ntimama and 
Rotich. After all, the proviiwi Is 
the home -of numerous 
majlmboists t Who have-bedn 
clamouring for .a separatist 
regional s vs tern of government 
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Thc truth shall set you free' 


Yes, sticky-finger civil 
servants should pay 

I dIv 5 I 5 unya l n . s ,aavv welcomcdPresidem Moi's* iamhuri 

Day address in winch he warned among other things of dire 
consequences lo greedy public servants. 

Of course that was not the first lime the Head of State was 
TJ 8 r Vil SC ™ ,S * dip “ -WV fingers ^ 
and^o.K' CXpC " Cnce “ sucl1 VVfU 'riings have not been heeded 
d ' h . pubitc money and properly continues. I 

conno f C T° lax ' payers is ,hc rCBl »a'*on that it is well 
^3! ,!fr 0P ! Wh ° arC tf,icVes lhcmsc,v « or connive will, ,he 
desml " y C WOnn,ltl,i ^ 80QdS " nrf sorviri:s ll ' e y *« much 

* eny ® ,nus ‘ t, 1 | d t f i cd beoneQf few countries in the world Where I 
^nng« boys bubble overnight i,ii» nulliunaiics/billionaircs and J 
3ocorne people commanding ,l >c hen ring of decision makers 

hnsrt ] ent ^°* Wfl f ° niIl|,aticdlu,thoso w bo steal public funds and I 
hose who are in positions to stop the tliie very but do not tfa so will 

* ,n ! dc 10 W ‘ b * to* so stolen They will Z mbl 

Bek m well . 0 Slall01,S flS has bcen ,he Cnsejjl ,he P« sl hut gel the. 

. fl'j 1 * 800 dne 7 s - However, those mandated lo arrest and take 1 1 
Jcouit the thieves who dip their sticky fingers in the wrong places 
Irould start their job right away. »c wrong places j 1 

Yenr-m, year-out, the Controller and Auditor General discloses I 
ork P H U fl *W^" dS ge ^ B,oie,, or m u n accounted for. He makes the ' 

ButXr C" 10 d ° Wh " t puWic P" 1 ” ,hem d °- ‘ 

nut what happens? The money slolcn from the public is used lo ( 
“ nd f0r llle pr01<!cli °" of u,0!8 "ilking Kenya dry s 

> J ^ t ' pnblil: ”rvai,ls rmisl be pun ished needs no, be L 

iTf P ""“ hmenl sh °“' d 8 ° taycad .he dismissal i 

o^^ sioien ,,C0 " ,PaSS ' he reC ° VCry ° f - - < 

,°m y W,y lh0Se to " re " pi "8 *■»» -h» have e 

™..™s P ^™r- " ,a ‘ " ,cy Iiave n ° b ^ p 

rushed irrespective or one's station in life. I u 

jsisf : 

r;ir rerund ~ L 
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Kenya third in Aids leaaue 

With 56 *571 PltnilllflllnA... «■ 1 I 


I Why have Kanu I t 

elections stalled? I The Editor, ; 

Kanu has not held its national I „ ' r ^f ‘ 

elections for years. Instead it has I “ 0X 45009 

been selectively holding I Nairobi 

elections in areas where ^ 

Kenya third in Aids leaaue 

S 5 ^r^r c “ ,of involvad in ■ ■«-. ■ 

whelever is happening in ihc unenviable third * »“ c!capadcs y el 'hey continue 
' rul ' n g*party has more to do with Uniled s ltl ^i '" e lheir ca ™ al "Mincl.. 

the Moi succession liitui anything Bragin “" d ,*'* ■*« “way life slowly 

a -Shifts in po, idea,., igl„j ^ 

«re being witnessed as the In Africa K * h .u ' . HIV viru * and tlie 

struggle continues. hiahcstiuimterf it * LfV lhe BSSOCialed non-communicable 

There is no doubt that " a davaala ‘“» « ntade 

whoever President Moi picks as These fienres are A ■ a . W ^ SC , by . d,seases such as 
hisdeputy if Kanu wins the 1997 from a recent report omh^ 1 ^ i" rculo8,s _ and the sexually 
General Pleninnu mMi .i._ _c .1 .. . .. . po . ondie s,alc transmuted diseases. 


i'.v' 



. . ' f~“u‘-Hiangnnie n i 

«re being witnessed as the 
struggle continues. 

There is no do.ubl that 
whoever President Moi picks as 
his deputy if Kanu wins the 1997 

1 rti ■ 


rt , ' , . a recent report on the 

General Elections will have the of the world a s health published 
| advantage of taking over at the in the World Health Rc£rt which 

M '° l • ,W ° lerm lamcnls 'hat Aids was spreading 
present, aireg,i„e,nyear 2002 . fas, despite the fact that it isone 
At stake is Vice-P res ,dent of Hk most easily preventable 
George Simon’s slot. So far. he diseases y? “ 

. "fh® 'mpitcl of and spread of 


NicholaaBi^LuVZ AttKE-"' ° f -**•*■»- 

power horses Joseph K a inmho 


Have a merry and 
reflective Christmas 

lhSroaVft 8 ,hTr year - i e St0iy of 1,10 bi "h ofJovm Christ in 

ia“t^ 

experienced byTeaeph ind teSe 

80 „. ,0 book thentseive, infordre uig^ yentaagu ' ' ,ad 

feslivi^ I^.T ,SW, ,' h " 8,,in ' 11 ■ n Mat0 " oftuetTimem ami 
lestmty.lt is a [ ltnc when the temples of consumerism open 11 * 

J vho lm,a moi «V K> spend on gifts, food and drinks ' 
" 1S al!0 a llm,! for rcfieclion on what Cod has done for 
ua over the years ,„d what He is doing for os now. 

■ Ii is imporlapt Ihat children tie taught tlwi God became man 
i d .H 9, hov ^ ver - «to«* not menn thtit- lhe more eaHhly and 

S TT? 8h0U,a '?** «cf»«8cd.'Ur n .Sn 

kindoS'' '"*** I- «» long ninbringnut 

' S , ^ P 4V f W " ,U ' 0,,, 0f ° uf fulure generations. 

Hnvp d inctf y and roncctive Christmas. 


rb.Mijru rtiqs is inr ronchmg in the families 

^d C Kur°iTK.r Pl ' Kam0lh0 ° f AfHc “ Aaia "hose 
nd Kurm Knnymgi economies are very fragile 

1M ^:r° fihtvp ; s , Ti ' a .™^"f~hingi, 

Ulic!scd l 0 d 3i fi eLc he with 

M^ n di.h»L,beS 

2F“r iy ' 

Mtfro*, 

As such tins percentage of our 
youth is aware of .the risks 


associated non-communicable 
diseases. Its devastation is made 
worse by diseases such a S 
tuberculosis and the sexually 
transmitted diseases. 

u,v^ VC ! llyPerCCnt ° ffhe 8 lo bfll 

HIV/Aids enses are found in 
Africa with about 14 million 
people affected. Given that the 

African set up rotates around die 

family, the figure goes to 
emphasise just how hard hit H lc 

A ^ i* •• • 


Knowledge of how ,he virtu ! “ CU, . ar °^«™salions in the 
spread andcaught is by nowquite ' " X,llsa,10n of ,he P^lic about 

high overt in olrrt ^J^ofAidsasaresultof 


Belated honours 
for sportsmen 


This fact alone calls for a 
more concerted effort in the 
spreading of Aids awareness 
campaign, followed by 
counselling and support. 

It is here that the church can 
do better thou the government 
and secular organisations in the 

Sensitisation of the public about 

lhe danger of Aids as a result of 
careless sex. 

Needless ,io emphasise how 
depleted the' population of this 
continent and the attendant • 
effects on its economy will be at . 
fhe beginning of the next decide 
if the trend is not reversed. 

Wanyonyi Baraza , 
Buttgoma. , , 


English po el T.S. Eliot is qi 

as saying that television , 
medium or entertainment w 
permits npllions of peopl 
listen to the same joke &\ 
same time and yet remain lom 

How true because TV 
make people passive. No vwn 
Marie Winn, an acknowkc 
media authority, refers to 
telev ision set as a "fd ug-indn 

• A friend once told me iha 
showed little concern fbrhur 
suffering because he admil 
thnt frequent TV violei 
viewing had seriously impai 
his sensitivities. He added [ 
his creativity had bcendestraj 
as a result of intense tolevir 
viewing. 

I believe those who 1 
believers in our midst and ha 
TVs need to exercise carel 
discretion. If you can't put I 
TV on and off. you better pul 
out. 

A family found out thatl 
removing theset from their hum 
a dramatic improvement in ihe 
spiritual progress was fosters 

We have the responsibility 
choose wisely -or to accept it 
consequences, yet wesometiw 

deliberately make lhe wn* 
choices. 

Many television produce 
have abandoned us to our o« 
natures and our old natures a 
not reliable guides. 


1 __ uKftjumo. 

tor sportsmen World poorer With Rabin’c riaatt. 

Congratulations Patrick Njiru Two MiHrit n naDin S death 

coaroa, NttotwOmar Kaaongo,' ITL ^™»"g!>«mos. rem arltnbl 0 

San, ion Kttur, otn for' bning have recanUySLntih FT Were; « « limn for 

inclodad the pre.idd.MlnT 1 of a” . " han ? ! war »" d a 'i™ ofpn.ee." 

'lonotm bit ,1,1, yoir, - conntrina* Th.i h 'y ow " ■ °«r the last few yean, My 
These flag carriers of the Egyptian Presldont ^ s™™!! ' Rflbin hnd been an inspirer of 
Kenyan name in the in tenia tionnf ' SaitZih.^ * 61 ’ ■ ■ 

^.cthehonou,^ M i ni8[er Yitzhak Rabiri eI,Pr,,ne Unr ° rlufta ‘ely some of Iris 
pwre than (he politicking lot and ^W.-Isreelis saw this as a- 

academic, sycophants (hat in iny ! to bring the- bbaee' 0 ^" W “- • 501 W l of «tolry and they- 

opinion have been more of a n halt! ifudcily ^ iliaSSS ■! StiU1ed P^^hg his downfall. * 

Ombanassnient ip our country' unatappable L L £' : . Ilwasthe final such plot that 

than anything else. . ; ofthesdt^ led,d '•**** law student 

rop ■ f nS aWal1 10 tea m ore wilHihepeacieffdh - P^g bullets in, he otherwise 

ac a rfSm‘ ,0 “ in When Mr Rabin • ln ^ alIo nilljf- respected 

tje. 


I like what Neil .Hi 
says: “'TlieTV is on inesi 
baby-sitter. It has bee 
instrument of a mate; 
(grab-whal-you-ca 
■ yourself) world. 

"Not only the sex and v 

and the general artlessi 
; today's programmes, I 

philosopliyofjHe recomr 

by 'shallow adyerlis 
: potentially dangerous." 
believe is that we sliouldnc 
or let our vision of the W 
distorted. 

Nkodemas Vi'oka Omt* 
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i national News 

Sengwer 
demand 
Kapenguria 
district . , 

By a correspondent 

lhe people of Sengwer/ 
Gwengany, a sub-Uibe of the 
Kalenjin, have appealed to the 
government to consider creating 
1 new district for them to be 
known as Kapenguria. 

The sub-tribe's spokesman, 
who is the FORD-A chairman 
for West Pokot district Mr 
Dickson Kipkemoi Rolich, says 
Preiident Moi, as the leading 
Kalenjin elder, should take the 
ojiistive and save lire sub-tribes 
from being marginalized. 

Saying that the Sengwer/ 
Cherenganysub tribe was being 
uirf between (he main Kalenjin 
| lub-tribe who include Nandi, 
f Kipiigil, Keiyo, Tugen, 
Mirakwet, Sabaot, Pokot, 
Mtssai, Bongomek, and 
Dorobos, Mr Rotich told Target 
dnt the comm unity was shocked 
10 find that even their sub-tribe 
was not included among the 
Kalenjin sub tribes during the 1 
recent registration of existing 
tab-tribes in Kenya. 

'The truth is thnt the Sengwer/ 
Cherenganycommunily wereno, 
pven their own code number, 
btflee instead of being included 
; ifllbe list of Kenyan tribes we are 
I wrely described as ’others’," 

[ said the local opposition official. 

Hesaid that he, logetlier with 
r cdur leaders such as Councillors 
; toes Lcleu Laima, Richard 
| ^P* 1 ™ KIpkeiyo and a Kanu 
l 0 ^ial for Talan Ward, Mr 
l MbsesB Krop visited the D.C’s 
; offree where the administrator, 

’ Adsn Abdi Wasir, told them 
| dial he too came from a sub- 
j tribe. 

1 Mr Rbtlch told Target that 
i , * nce colonial period the 
community’s identity cards 
; referred to them rightly os 
Gtcrangany. And even as late as 
1979 the- sub-tribe was referred 
to BsCherengany for the purpose 
°f registration as voters. 

Today, however, we are 
king referred to as' 'others’ 
*}>Mn the Tutkana tribe and 
Probably the reason is that some 
Ppwerhil persona lilies wi th in the 
Kalonjin tribe would like to 
■^rgtnalize the Sengwer/ 
Cherengany sub-tribe by 
•Mutilating, us into the Tugen/ 
toakwet sub-tribeB,” he said. 

/His appeal to the president to 
J^rveiia is not without cause, 
[QMie (^ President Mti was 
besl-pl^ted to uncover the true 
lhe Sengwer/ 
Wterenganjl since he has been 

6 “ n ^ B Pti«l representative of 
JJKw^njih in parliament since 
. pearly Piftlea." •. 

Why his “hbiribe was 
to remain as "others” 








Singing and dancing: Members of the Akorlno (independent church) entertaining the late jomo Kenyatta. 

Mainline, independent 
churches get closer 




Can enure lies that propagate 
divergent opinions h&ve a 
common understanding on issues 
that have previously divided 
them? Would revisiting 
theological differences not open 
up "old wounds"? And what 
measures should be applied to 
improve relations between 
“related" churches (hat do not 
agree on certain principles? 

These were among some of 
the questions posed at a recent 
meeting that brought together 
theological scholars, researchers 
and lay people from' both the 
African instituted independent 
churches and the mission- 
founded churches under a historic 
consultation in Nairobi. 

Malawian Catholic Bishop 
Patrick Kalilombe told the 60 
participants iha| "while the old 
issues that tended to separate us 
still exist in the nsme of 
traditional beliefs, healing and 
worship, we must make efforts 
towards coming closer to each 
other. AllofuS in both the African 
instituted and mainstream 
churches must strive to cement 
this relationship for the benefit 
of the 'present and future 
Africans," “stressed Bishop 
Kalilombe as he introduced the 
theme of the five-day 
consultation, "Building 
Bridges;” 

The consultation, the first of 
its kind in. the region, was 
organisedby'the Centre for Black ' 
and White Christlah Partnership 
(CBWCP) based in Birmingham, 
United Kingdom: and the 
Nairobi-Based Organisation of 
African Instituted Churches 
(OAIC). BishopKalilombe is the 
current director of CBWGP, 

Bishop Kalilombe who 
chaired some ofthesessionslotd 
this reported "One of the major 
dchievenientsof the consultation 
was the positive way in which 
participants related to one 
another* the mode of discussion 
and the issues at hand." 


By Osman Njuguna 

Differences between mission 
and traditional churches are 
many, ranging from the basis of 
Christianity to other beliefs. In 
some instances, the two have 
differed about the mode of 
preaching the Word of God and 
how traditional African beliefs 
and cultural practices should be 
reconciled with worship. The 
principal teachings of some 
mission-founded churches have 
Bhown contempt for indigenous 
practices of the African people. 

Some of Lhe mission-founded 
churches have accused African 
independent churches of putting 
too much stress on healing and 
the power of the Holy Spirit in 
their pastoral duties. But a 
rcnownedKeny an theologian. Dr 
John Mbiti, says there is a general : 
indication (hat the Hdly Spirit is 
particularly more elevated in the 
African independent churched 
and in thecharismalic movement 
than in the traditional mission of 
historical churches. 

Many African independent 
churches incorporate aspects of 
the Holy Spirit in their names 
says Dr Mbiti citing a wide range 1 
of names among them, the 
African Church of the Holy 
Spirit, African Eden Roho (spirit) 
Society,' African Roho Mission; 
African Evangelist Fellowship 
Healing and African Spiritual 
Israel Church. ; 

In his paper on ecumenical 
relationships in Ghana, the REV 
Thomas Oduro, who heads the 
. Good News Theological College 
and Seminary in Accra, cites a 
nuiriber of factors Whloh brought 
about sour relationships between 
the independent and mainline 
churches. - > ■ 

Turning to the belief among 

some mainline churches that 
independent churches are 
occultic and not Christian, the 
Rev Oduro adds: "This belief is 


based on individual narrated 
testimonies of some of the 
returnee prodigal children of the 
mainline churches. 

The Rev Oduro suggested to 
the Nairobi meeting measures 
that can.bc effective in 
strengthening the poor 
relalionshipbetween the spiritual 
and the mainline churclies. He 
quoted Bishop Isaac Wotumi, the 
immediate past president of the 
Council ofPentecostal Churches 
of Ghana, who had proposed the 
introduction of inter-church 
conventions to bridgethe relation 
gap. 

He further referred to another 
Ghanaian clergy, iheRevMintnh, 
who is of the opinion that 
mediation by ecumenical bodies 
such as die World Council of 
Churches (WCC) among others 
that command respeoi in the 
mainstream churches, can. 
improve such relationships. 


He is convinced that as the 
leadershipof the AICs gets belter 
training in Christianiheology and 
skills of Christian ministry, their 
the independent churches will be 
more open to interaction with the 
mainline churches. 

On the other hand, as leaders 
of the mainline chuiches begin 
to experience ' the depth of 
knowledge arid' ability of such 
educated AIC leaders, they will 
be ipore open 10 listen to whpi 
independent churches. I aye to 
say, added the Rev odurr-. . 

Giving an overview of the 
Eastern APrican region,.! ie Rev 
Njeru Wambugu, updei scored 
the need for both independent 
and mainline churches to come 
together and confess their sins to . 
one another before any good 
relationship can oe rellised. 

• But like most delegate a at the 
consultation, -t he Rey Waiqbugu, 
who is currently the aptlng. 
General Secretary of the OAIC, 


hailed themeeting as astepinthe 
right direction towards bringing- 
understanding between the AICs 
and the mainline churches. 

Fidelia Onyuku-Opukiri, a 
Nigerian [leading the Bom Again 
Christ Healipg Church in Britain 
complained that “some of the 
mainline churches have 
deliberately decided to downplay 
the “ministry of healing and 
prophecy as perceived by the 
AICs." 

Father Olua Abiola of the 
Aladtira International Church, 
one of the independent churohes 
based in Britain colled upon all 
AICs to unite, lamenting that “we 
are facing many problems in the 
world over. We-need lo unite to 
conquer those problems," he told 
the consultation. 

Dr Gerrie Haars from the 
Caihojic Theological University 
in Netherlands who has recently 
authored a book on the 
controversial Zambian Catholic 
Aichbishop Emmanuel Mil in go, 
Spiritof Africa, Healing Ministry 
of the Archbishop Emmanuel 
Milingoof Zambia, commended 
both the CBWCP and OAIC for 
funding the meeting. 

She .. described the 
consultation as one of the- most 

effective ways to improve 
relationships between African 
independent, qnd mainline 
churches. “There is too much lo 
know about each other If our 
intention of bridging the gap 
between us - AICs and the 
mainline churches ia to be 
realised;" she added. 

At the end of the meeting, 
delegates nevertheless 
acknowledged the- visible co- 
operation between both churches, 
highlighting theological training 
of AICs members in institutions 
that are owned by mainline 
churches. They also 
recommended that AICs and their 
leaders record, thei r history in 
Writing. — APS • 


Growth of 
churches 
impresses 
Korean 

By Seth MubIbI 

Christianity in Africa is growing 
so fast that lhe continent will 
soon be sending her own 
missionaries abroad, a Korean 
church minister has said. 

Pastor (Dr) David Cho was 
speaking during the dedication 
service at amission centre named 
after him in Buru Burn, Nairobi. 

Dr Cho'6 Africa Mission 
Centre, said to bo the largest of 
its kind in the continent, wilt be 
training pastors and planting 
churches. 

While the size of the current 
student body is 70 pastors, the 
centre -is expected to produce 
doublelhe number shortly as well 
as 400 technicians la 
communication field each year, 
according to' Dr Cho whb is the 
centre’s president. 

He said the church movement 
in Africa was growing rapidly 
and that he believes if Christ 
were to come-now he would find 
the largest concentration of his 
faithful in the continent. 

He sees the establishment of 
the centre-as going a long way in 
the training of church leaders 
who intumwillspread the gospel 
in Africa and beyond. 

The Korean Ambassador to 
Kenya, MrKwan Soon Dae, who 
attended theoccasion, said it was • 
gratifying toace people working 

together for thu good ofhumanity 

and he believed Dr Cho’s-Afrioa 
Mission Centre was an example 
of the friendship that existed 
between the people of the two 
countries. 

"Religion binds people 
together despite their tribe, 
nation, language or culture,” the 
ambassador said andapprcciated 
-the setting up of churches in 
Maasailand by the mission. 

Mr Kwan conceded that 
religion must be bonded wilh 
education because people must 
have the wisdom to choose the 
most suitable lifestyle. 

■ Hesaid whenChriitianity was 

bought to Korea fay American 
missionaries 100 years' ago, the 
missionaries focused notonly on 
- building churches, but also on 
settingupeducational institutions 

with high standards. 

Bishop P, Mungaiof Gospel 
Evangelistic Church of Kenya 
said the Mission Centre wasbuilt 
on his church’s land following a 
request by Dr Cho when he 
visited Kenya two years ago. 

Also present at the function 
were Bishop Arthur Kitonge, the 
Rev Peter Njiri of Kenya 
Assemblies of God, Pallor 
Dennis White, Bishop W, 
Tuimising. the Rev Nidwlas 
Mulea of Mission Outreach 
Church and the Rev Patrick 
Maithya. 
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Africa Round-up 


WCC gives 
Ogonis 
$13,000 
assistance 

The estimated 500.000 minority 
Ogoni people in Nigeria, will 
receive the largest share of an 
ecumenical gram aimed ut 
com bating rue isi n t he world over. 

The World Council oF 
Churches (WCC) recently 
announced that in 1995, it will 
give ft total US.$ 100.000 to 1 2 
groups worldwide,- out of which 
US dollars 13,000 will go to die 
Movement For the Survival of 
die Ogaiii People (MOSOP) in 
Nigeria. MOSOP, categorised 
under "Indigenous People", is 
listfcd its lire only hcrieficiury from 
Africa. 

"“The largest 'grant in the 
current list is jo the Movement 
for die Survival of the Ogoni 
People (MOSOP),” the 
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Ken Saro-WJwa 


Moshood Ablola 


Nelson Mandela. 


Wole Soyinka 


NGOs want Nigeria 

isolated, not so OAU 


ecumenical body stated in a press ~ Ln, ‘* 

release.' • society, the Sccretary-Gcneralof 

‘^Tltc WCC grapi' will assist HteOrgiwization of African Unity 
MOSOP members deal with die ^r Salim Salim, has 

mjRny humanitarian aspects of J au,I< J ne ^ against isolating 
their . straggle," stressed VVCC Nigcr **) * n *he wake of the 

acting; "It will olso be used lo ue f u,i “ of writer- 
proyido legql oid for Ogoni ^ v,rOMmentfl list Ken Saro- 
detaipees/ 1 Wiwh «nd eight others. 

Tlie WCp also hopes thesr ant ' , At,hcs ™ e itimc,' NoWl Prize 
wilf givc fiiphcr i^emational SolTnW ^ 61 ? 

v j#i% ,Kt!thf,pUghl of the-. 9klled . f ? r the 


Amidst boycott calls from civil By Dorothy Mu nyakho. 


monitor the results. 

There was a big NGQ 
presence at the GCA II 
(November 27-28). NGOs 
demanded spacewithin the GCA 
structure to enable them take part 
in Africa’s development debate. 
Besides their own-NGO Day 
(November 25), civil ■ society 
leaders organised briefing 


South Africa, Nigeria was always 
a source of strength for Africa. It 
was Africa's leading power. 
Nigeria's position always made 
a difference. It was always 
coupled upon for co-ordinating 
Africa's position." 

According to the OAU boss, 
the collapse of Nigeria has far- 
reaching repercussions for die 


-worked very hard on this, Salim 
described thecxeciuions hs "sad. 
tragic, beyondcomprehens io-i. ' 
Then .the timing! "I almost Ml 
like saying: ‘If you had iu go 
ahead with it, couldn’t you 
wait?’” 

Abocha ordered the 1 
executions at the height of 
appeals from Commonwealth 


JaBroalo Prbfe*B6r Wol. (Nov,mb„ 25). civilT^ i " .pp ^ fram Ccmbn^.h 

»«;*«-. 5^7?^ 

Nfln« ar fho n.nx : j ■ i. 


WCC’s cDmm/tment not only to . , ., 

the Ogoni but also to oppressed .... ' and Amnesty International 

indigenous, pcpple every wheie. " ' “ Iher ^ wasa, ianti-jmpmu[y Secretary-General Pierre San'e. 
the.s tatempnt addled, . structure likc-ihe possibility of The Nigerian crisis featured 

' The : -situation of abon/ \ZT & “l:** thl ' eal 16 P ramin ^yintl»discu t «io. ls .. 
500,000 Ogoni people,' who^ve M have worked, According toSoiinuhcOAU. 

SKsrsfe?' Safest, aasxasn 

; rtasasi. 


Nigeria;- recently occupied 
priority -place in international 
niws‘ ■ when -Hi*> Niger tim 
authorities endorsed a court 
decision to execute nine Ogonf 
environmental activists, among 
■hofr/Kim Sirb-WM' J '" r 


he ooirf mgena • 

wm ■ : “"dim"** he would still want to 

NGOs at the GCA issued a . explore a possibility .for Nigeria 
stale men [condemning the brutal , , "It is disUr bing that Ule problem 
execution of Ken Sara-Wiwoniid now npp. ’s, (0 be between 

eighj, other human nntl , , Nigeria an. I South Africa. Wo 
eiwtronnieptal rights activist by , must avoid treating Nigeriftas a 
Nigeriit s military dictators i in .. pariahs 
spite. ..of, . appeal;,, by the. "Bui Nigeria must, know : . 
international pomawnity for.tlieir A frica and the world cannoLallow 

np £S* t ' massive violation, of human 

,>yecaU for,prgept qclipn by. . , rights,!’ Salim, said. 


in London to pay 

writer ind’humitn 


Confeiehce ' “■ f 1ViBncJOia 10 inlervene.*When' 

•' ■v’errihUem. ' by the Duic'h'Minisfer^ • , Salim might be trying* pppease 

Jan Prbnk, StftiiEL prf^- a pla^miss"w toN^' *»»! Pn lhe • «*« iihand,,, he 

Mirilste'r l&ib^ile MidAire 'and ' when Stro^wL was kUkd 'l ^^^'^NQOptoposal 

former World' Biihk President •" thought this was novSidJ ^.pl^qulUBy., to boycott sports, with Nigeria. 

Robert ‘MfcNamai'a; 1 It' w‘a* 1 ' UmefBut I haWlowto Niaferi! " Imhor^^ ^ ^™ 1 ' es ’ ■“* ■!* Rqculling a, similar., boycott of. 

launch^ Jrtlp91.a(!tertlW [ * heS. He was ' *™ la With ..apartheid, South 
Africa c&nfefdhce to’ exanlirie ' Decimber.' " ' r ' ■ 1 ' s i_f° ^ e " ! n0 p “ •'■*!»* Afnoo,^nUm pointed out at4he 

■ " ■ su, w™?ni, Salim noted Uinl, the,,; .. racial aspectg of the boycott, :“It 


irSwSS!' teWSSffis:: 

- SMSSEBS!^'- •TKWrsr 

L * Cemt>er '- ■ ■ slntemnn, S.I.m „ niaH . „, B| , ha . 


Africa {Jbrifetdhce to' examine 
Africa’s most critical attain) and 


^'i.M'-.|ivei;3.writt»-kdihamrin Attica’s most critical sttai'nl and'"' ' ' 'j 1 noted Uinl.ihe,,,- .. racial wpectg of the boycott, :‘‘It 

ncHVist-.'.r « td'nsdMUs bn jwUcids h'nd ' becauM l^eS “^n^PP^ddhrougli.the,., Afn Pfll [i: .. , iL . 

wB»ww °f !S B5ay« a- 

|Muslihi$, Cirristians'c^ 
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Lutherans 

funding 
relief 
flights 

sstars* 

flighis whidi will .Hu 
600u,m,«,„ f r ood ,, wli81 ^ 
the Somah capital, Mogad^ 
and the southern port city rf 
Kisimayu. The flights junedci 
November 5. 

This is the second time intu 
months that theLWFhflscom 
to the rescue of vulnmfo 
children and molheninSomahi 
Tlic supplies compute fox* 
health, education and mMw 
materials and, fuel. The whoU 
$500,000 operation is organiad 
| by the Nairobi office of UraW 
Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEFJ-Somaiu, according 
to Information Officer lm 
Qeldof.. 

; UNICEF somaii, 
representative Pierce Gerety 
described LWF's preChristmi, 
airlifts as "the kind of tbe 
generosity that makes i 
difference - saves lives now to 
prevent- tragedy in the future." 

Ms Gcldoff said that is 
Mogadishu about. 15,000 
children uiiderSyearsof age will 
benefit directly while 2500 in 
expected to benefit in the 
southern port dty of Kisimayu. 
j A combination of poor 
harvest, .-poor, rains, drought, 
floods and insecurity u well as 
tpe .departure of: the lUniled 
Nations Mission to Somalia 
(UnoSOM) last. Match, hid 
contributed to the escalilihgcost 
' ofUving.anddecreasedpurchas«i. 
power leading to malnutptioii. 


i iiwinFiTa mi. " TV ^ 

1 ■ i • ■ 

Ms Geldoff said the food and 
qther supplies should ideally ha w 
1 been ,sent to Mogadon and 
Kisimayu by shipbul Mogadishu 
is curmnlly experiencing u 
upsurge, of inter-clan filling 
(betwepn the clans fighting 
General, Mohammed Fsttth 
Aideed and . Alt . Medi 
Mohammed), 

' The^e- is ai^o, murderous 

£ ' yalty over banana exports l if. ■ 
i8 two. camps which has scared 
off fpjf^gn ships (hat regularly 
Called at Mogadishu in Utcp^f- 
Hencetheneed tpairlifi tJicM- 
■ ] ' . -/t« 
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Business/ News Analysis 


Indo-Kenyan trade co-operation set to grow 


r-.iu ii« diverse tcdmologica! 
i,«m« and knowledge which 
,, c ,n share with Kenya. Mr 
ChaunThomas. tlie eommercial 
jitichf of the Indian High 
Commission > n Nairobi sny^. 

According to him. India has 
ilw undertaken economic and 
industrial reforms like those 
Kenya is currently adopting, thus 
[ft iwp counuies have a lot to 
teach ejeh other. 

Hesays the opening up of the 
f*o economics is likely to hring 
even greater co-operation as 


m 
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By Fred Ndung'u 

entrepreneurs from each side 
begin to show interest in the 
respective country. 

Two weeks ago. a two- 
member study team from the 
Indian Institute of Foreign Trade 
visited Kenya in this connection. 

Professor Aksen Gupta and 
Mr R.K Wadhwa were mandated 
to slwly joint ventures and 
investment possibilities in 
Kenya. 




Already. Kenya lias urged 
India m consider giving her 
I Kenya) the must favoured nation 
(MFN) status and this, if 
approved. will involve 
preferential treatment regarding 
issues such as taxation. 

India lias big and successful 
joint ventures in Kenya which 
include Kciiindia Assurance, Pan 
African Paper Mills. Raymond 
Woollen Mills, and the banks of 
India and Baroda and many 
uthers in different fields such as 
engineering, pharmaceuticals 


and chemicals, tyres re-treading 
and apparels. 

Indo/Kcnyan voluineof trade 
stands close to US S 370 million. 

Areas lieing considered as of 
potential for joint investment 
include: the services sector such 
as computer software; 
const ruction and tourism; 
training in the area of 
international business in efforts 
to strengthen human resources 
development; manufacturing in 
the sinall-and medium-scale 
industries including ugru-based, 


food -processing, cherntculs. 
drugs and pharmaceuticals, 
finished leather , light engineering 
and consumer durables plants- 

The team considered setting 
up .in industrial park under the 
Export Processing Zones 
Authority (EPZA) of Kenya for 
use by Indian entrepreneurs. 

At its preliminary survey, the 
Indian ic.un realised that a great 
purential lor investment and tradc 
exisls owing to the simultaneous 

liberalisation of the ccoinnme and 
industrial spheres of both 


countries. They felt that India 
can offer its cmt-effectivc 
technology which is I.ihnur- 
»»rienl.itcd and appropriate to 
Kenya's conditions. 

Prof Gupta nnd Mr Wadhwa 
met senior government officials 
and others from the Investment 
Promotion Centre (I PC), Expotl 
Promotion Council tEPC), 
Kenya Association of 
Manufacturers (KAMj. banks, 
financial institutions and 
representatives from the trade and 
industrial sectors. 
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Volunteer scheme provides 
hope for jobless graduates 



mw 

w ■ — ■ . — ■ — ■■■ 

Customers enjoy their meals at Cafe d' Elegance. 

Cafe with a difference 


In these lean times when 
economic liberalization is 
making everybody pay for 
everything they need in life. It is 
strict belt-tightening for all wage- 
tarners. Working people are 
trying to save every possible coin 
to pay for education, housing, 1 
health, food, clothes and many 
other needs. 

It is therefore a welcome 
discovery to find a plnce where 
something costs even accnl lower 
for thesamequality andquantity. 

A small fish and chips place 
in Lhe -city centre where the 
atmosphere is genial and the 
prices pocket-friendly, however 
k recommended for those with 
light pockets. 

Care d’Elegonce in .Chorch 
House is the place. It is normally 
a busy place come lunch hour. - 
Smartly dressed office women 
queue for chips, fish, samosa, 
chicken keebab, sausages, cakes 
and spff drinks. 


It is not only a take-away 
place but has a eating room 
upstairs. 

Prices aro pocket-friendly 
with a generous hclping of chips 
going for Sh 17. 

A retired high school teacher 
and former manufacturer of- 
Better Foods, Mr Peter Mbuni is 
the proprietor who says: "Profit- 
making for its own sake has never 
been my top priority. I hale 
hearing customers complain of 
getting a raw deal so much that I 
have resisted increasing sausuge 
prices despite -two hikes by 
Fanner’s Choice” 

On cleanliness, he says: ‘i 
have sacked many cleaners till I 
got a girl to whom cleanliness 
comes naturally." 

Mr Mburu, 50, is always there 
to supervise operations and work, 
as the casliie;. 

The cafe was opened lastyear. 

— Kiingelhd Mitugai. 


New-design cheques in '96 

Konyahbanks will by March next exploiting the latest computer 


year be. issuing new-design 
cheque books, says a-circulnrto 
customers from Barclays Bank’s 
taad of marketing, Mr .George 
.Opko. 

The main feature is that ihe 
ftclal appearance of the new 
cheques will be different from-. 
Iho puirent t>nes. “In particular, 
your account details -will be 
Pffntijd in a special magnetic ink 
on ihe -bottom portion of -the 
.cheque. This area will be clearof 
*riy other marks other than 
• No writing will 

' permitted on it," the circular 

. -_^!| a ys that the features 
■ .^P*rj»rw*d in the. redesigned 
Vflf. assist banks to 
i .^intprpy^^foe locusiomers by 


technology for processing 
cheques and other paper 
transactions. 

The benefits envisaged 
include: 

a) faster service atthecounteis 

through- redeployment of back 
office Btaff to the front 

office, 

b) rcduction in errors caused 
by manual capture of dRla. 

Together with the new 
cheques, the banks plan to 
introduce new deposit slips for 
both cash andcheques which will 
be personalised and 'bound 
together in the neweheque books. 

• The Kenya. Bonkers 
Association is co-ordinating (he 
initiative. 


Some 38 graduates from Kenya's 
universities are competing with 
artisanal fishermen on Lake 
Victoria for a living. Hordly What 
they reckoned for when they got 
"the power to read." 

The statistics are bleak. The 
1994-96 National Development 
Plnn slates Kenya’s labour force 
is expected to grow from 9.4 
million iri 1990 to 1 1 .5 million iir 
1996. Some 65 million new jobs 
must be created by the year 2000, 
according to Economic Survey 
1994. Almost 75 per cent of 
them will have to be in the 
informal sector. 

Sinccoue million jobhunters 
join the labour market each year, 
employment by the 2000 is 
e-xpccicd to reach 14 million 
workers. 

Amidst this gloom.-thcrc is a 
ray of hope. A novel volunteer 
scheme that has been on ground 
since mid- 1994 is adding value 
to (he degrees to make Ihe 
graduates a little more 
employable. The joint project of 
the umbrella environment non- 
governmental organization 
Kengo (Kenya Energy and 
Environment Organisation), and 
n Danish volunteer service, MS 
Kenya, is aimed at graduates of 
agriculture, forestry, energy., 
environment and social work. 

Dittoed KECOS from Keugo 
Eco-vohmlccr Scheme, the 
project was specifically ^evolved 
to address the increasing demand 
for experienced graduates to 
manage Kenya’s natural 
resources. Human resource 
development is the main thrust 
of the scheme that is geared 
towards creating employment, 
and enhancing tlie volunteers' 
chances of permanent 
employment after one year of 
service. 

But gelling into the scheme is 
easier said than done. Only 15 
out of hundreds of applicants can 
be accommodated each year in* 
the three-year scheme, which is 
simply over-subscribed. And not 
only that: if you have been ‘on 
the tarmac'’ (local parlance! for 
unemployed) for more than three 


By Jane Naltore 

years, forget it. Only graduates 
who at tlie lime of applying. are 
unemployed qualify for the 
scheme. 

And if you arc one of those 
desperate enough to ask for 
"anything" in the hope of getting 
whatever there is to be had, then 
you arc -the wrong cut for the 
scheme, which requires 
volunteers to serve under any 
environment and exhibit specific 
interest in environmental 
conservation. 

Pilot Phasa 

Posting, too. is to specific 
ecological zones. The current 
focus is on Ihe Ml Kenya region, 
the Lake Victoria Basin, dry 
lands, die coastal region and the 
Rift Valley. 

According to Mrs Harriet 
Avcdi, the assistant project. co- 
ordinator, the project has another 
function of strengthening the 
technical and organisational 
capabilities of grassroots 
communities and developing the 
organisations and NGOs thnlarc 
host institutions loliicvoluntccrs. 

Host organisations must be 
working in environment and 
development. The volunteers arc 
hosted for one year preceded by 
a one-month induction course. 

The MS Kenya Information 
Officer, Mr Frede Hansen, hopes 
thoschemc, which is currently in 
its pilot phase,- continues even 
after tlie partnership ends in June 
1997. ' • ‘ 

"There will bo an evnlualion 
to determine- whether the two 
organisations are going to renew 
the partnership -nnd whether to 
. include Form Four school leavers 
too," Hansen says. 

Mr Koiir Charles Kipkocch, 
a science graduate, is one of the 
lucky few. who have benefit led 
from this programme. A 
pioneering volunteer, Kipkoecli 
is now an employee or the CPK 
Dioccsof Ekloret. 

• ' Mr Stephen Ng'ososei. the 
co-ordinator for the Sustainable 


Agriculture Programme of the 
diocese, says hi; organisation 
qualified to linsl because it is 
registered. is able to 
professionally support the 
volunteers by providing skills to 
work in similar environment and 
can provide transport, housing 

and basic requirements. 

Bui this is the except ion rather 
that the rule. According to Mr 
Obiero Ong'-nnga, the Executive 
Director of Osicnala, "the host 
in stitu lions may not help much 
since some of them ore non-profit 
making and cannot offer 
employment at the end of the 
volunteering stint." Osienala is 
the Luo ncronym foi Friends of 
Lake Victoria, an environcml 
restoration programme in 
Kisuniu. 

Claiming 38 graduates in 
Bauhclor of Science and 
Sociology are currently fishing 
in Lake Victoria to earn a living. 
Ong'anga Teels that volunteers 
who do not gel employed by the . 
host institutions in ay find 
the n is jives t arm ticking again. 


Hansen says liisorganisnt ion. 
which is sponsoring the scheme, 
does not regard it as a loss if 
volunteers fail In acquire jobs 
immediately. 'G uts is to facilitate 
their gelling experience which 
every employer is looking for as 
an added advantage," he says. . 

Kipkocch is proud to have 


woiki-d as a volunteer. He suys; 
"It is interesting in work for 
people without pay. Apart from 
acquiring experience which 
places me above my colleagues, 
the people 1 work with also 
learned to respect me." 

Mr Kiplagat Screini, one of 
this year’s volunteers, says the 
secret behind his success is 
involving the community in 
identifying their needs, and then 
Idling them avail local and cheap 
materials like seeds nnd 
conslnictioii materials. 

He considers means -of 
transport a major setback to 
renching the community, adding 
that language could be another if 
the volunteer. docs not know tlie 
I unguage of the community he is 
working with. 

The KECOS scheme is 
administered as a special project 
of the Centre for Training and 
Capacity Building (CTCB) of 
Kengo. All host institutions ore 
oillier members or partners of 
Kengo. with between 200 and 
3Q0membcrs and MS Kenya with 
25 members. 

"KECOS is interested in 
networking with other interested 
organisations in the field of 
information, energy and natural 
resource management,"! says 
Avedi, adding "they will notonly 

be supporting KECOS, but also 
building , the youth and 
contributing to sustainable 
development. 

— An IRIS Feature 



Fish harvest: University graduates are competing with 
untutored artisans for fish in Lake Victoria. 
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operating in Ug«„ da lo increase t| u j r 
cfforla in providing villege women and 
girls with income generating projects. 

‘The underlying factor of women’s 
lack of negotiating power and skills is 
dull Uganda women generally lack a 
sense of identity. They spend oil their 
lives under the authority of men. From 

their fathers lo their husbands this 

stems from dependency,” she added. 

Meanwhile. Malawian women 
cluirge that police and judiciary are "not 
doing enough “to bring to book all those 
who Jjarass women. 

As numerous workshops, seminars 
«nd conferences on gender equality 
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S Akali. adding that in John 15:7 Christ 
himself advises that if we remain in 
Him and His words remain in us, we ask 
whatever we wish andit will be given to 
us. 

The Rev Nahnshon Mwangi or 
Kenya Assemblies of God in Subukia. 
Nakimi, believes that apostacy still 
obtained today among Chrislians 
because of the latter-day Sadducees and 
Pharisees who continue to doubt 
whether ClirisLwas bom on December 

25 and ifChristinas should becelebralcd 

at all. 

As much as the people who lived 
during Christ’s time did not believe He 
was God's begotten son, the Rev 
__ Mwangi says even if Chrisl were to 
_ come today the skeptics would still deny 

' , ” ini “Wing Hid they arc still waiting 

pry of for the promised messaiah. This was 
t, s why evc,, Christinas was misunderstood 
Wmally except for Chrislians who have been 
summed saved, he says. 

"Christmas is (he celebration of 
^God in Chrisl who was born on this day and 
iwsscs Chrislians the world over should focus 
. v . - n *h c person, not on the blessings-that 

Karand, »me from die man." adds the Rev 
ra uru Nicodemus WakaOmumhwa. a teacher 
say with Kenya Assemblies of God 
™° f Extension Bible School in Nairobi. 

ThcRevOmumbwaargues that there 

It unsaved Christmaa without Christ, as 

«tow 0 a !5 Hehad been born to save mankind from 
8 m *V If W “ therefore apparent that one 
Unas . would only enjoy Christmas if one had 
W tro m a relationship with ChrisL Butheregrets 
f*. today eveiythin g that was done 
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ur awareness continue at all levels of the 
nd society in Malawi with i|,e aim uf 
is. enlightening women about Uteir rights 

:’ S more women (85 per cent of wham are 

is illiterate) arc now coming out in ihe 
n open to speak against women abuse 
ir condemning police and judiciary for 
,„ not doing enough lo bring 10 book rapi.ts 

is and ull those who harass women. 

The Direciorof Public Prosecution, 
n Kainundoi Nyasulu. however says the 

it activists' concerns are misdirected 

e because the judiciary is at the end of 
most cases that are brought before 
5 courts. The re-enforcement of the law 
' against women abuse is gencraly 
inadequate. 

"In. any case, even ifeouns may pass 
judgment in favour of a woman, relatives 
may reverse the court’s decision by 
influcncing the woman.” Nyasulu 
contended. 

But police say that un e of the 
solutions to the fight sexual offence and 
domestic violence- is civic education. 
Aggressive awareness campaign is a 
must and there is need to establish rape 
crisis centres, incest, abuse und sexual 
offence support groups that will provide 
education, counselling und support for I 
victims.” I 

Latest statistics show that five in I 
every 50 women arc battered daily in I 
Malawi. In this connection, police are I 
quick lo sny that the majority of the I 

women are economically dependent on I 

the husband. It is this setting that allows I 
the battered wives to bear their suffeirng I 
in silence. The women who report E 
incidents of beating do so at the “heat of I 
the moment” but withdraw later. I 

Not only arc many women ignorant I 

of the Inws that protecl ilieni but it is 1 
also a widely held belief [liaiif a woman I 
reports nn offence of domestic violence I 
to -police or goes lo court, her action is I 
interpreted to mean that she wants a I 
divorce. I 

From January to July 1995, 21 1 cases I 
were reported throughout Malawi B 
compared to 87 during Ihe same period n 
iii 1994. The low figures are attributed H 
to underreporting. Consequently, to H 
encourage more victims to report cases I 
to police, plans are underway to build I 
private interview rooms at rill police I 
stations that will promote K 
confidentiality. JH 

Representatives of the Women H 
Activitist Groups which are lobbying B 
for the advocacy of gender sensitive R 

policy haveproposedanumberofissues H 

to the Malawi government. These H 

include changing the socio-economic R 
and political structures in thecouniry so R 
thatlhese should reflect gender batatice, R 
and legalising the elimination of sexual fc| 
harassment by giving this form of abuse R 
a statutory defination which does not ■ ■ 
exist. M 

Other concerns raised include -R 

imposing a statutory duty on employers R 

lo take steps to eliminate sexual R 
harassment' and, provision of civil R 
remedy to victims. R 


us snouw w apa .- 

should walk ' ' iTh n ■ • — — 

Nicodemus Omumbwa 


Womeiv working in shops, 
restaurants and small companies sltould 
be entitled to three months maternity 
leave to enable them take care of their 
babies, ihe activists’ group imposed, 
they also called for the establishment of 
creches or day-care centres for breast- 
feeding mothers at workplaces. Ideally 
the centres will be situated where 
mothers would leave their babies as 
they go about Ihelr duties in the offices 
-and breast feed them whim they lake 
time off. — APS 
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as far as public properly and 
interests are concerned. This is 
the year that we have witnessed 
die worst grabbing of people’s 
property by our own leaders. 

Thousands of acres worth 
billions of shillings has been 
grabbed arnidsL a host of other 
hoiiicous thefts by people call ing 
themselves public servants. 

It was in 1995 that cabinet 
ministers and senior public 
servants added '‘thieves" to their 
various lilies. 

Sadly even opposition 
leaders, the so-called watchmen 
or the people also unashamedly 
stole public property and 
comfortably fined in the 
country’s coveted club of 
protected thieves. 

Do I have the names? Yes, I 
have plenty of them, including 
what they stole and their local ion. 

However, today, my finger is 
limed at the National Social 
Security-. Fund (NSSF) jokingly 
mown by some of its 
nanagemenl, as the National 
iocial Security Fools. 

If there was an award tike 
onspirators of public thefts 
ward. I would unhesitatingly 
ppoinl the NSSF management 
neinbers of the Nyayo cabinet, 
ome Kanu Members of 
'arliantenl and other supporters 
f that party as the best individual 
lievos of public property this 
ear. 

In the same breath,' I will not 
:sitaleto appoint a few members 
r ilie Asian comm unity, topcivi ! 
rvanls and a few individuals in 
e wobbling opposition parties 
the second entegory of that 
Yard winners.* 

Defectors from opposition 
rlics to the ruling pnrty, Kami. 
e nexLin line and should win 
e bronze as conmen and 
porlunisls of this year. 

Whoever fits in any of the 
reo. categories has been 

solved in massive thefts of 
iperty belong ing lo the Kenyan 
blic this year. And you con 
» me in belling that those 
eves will never bo prosecuted 
1 even if they were/what they 
lc will never be recovered. 

The bitterness is that millions " 

Cenyans continued (olanguish 
various degrees -of poverty 
*tly os. a result of-fhese thefts ? 

the government of Kenya * 

linued to urge tliem to live ” 

jo hivyo. 11 

Thousands have died in ft 

hospitals because Ihe money W 

meant to buy them -drugs was 
stolen by politicians and civil 
servants. Nearly 1,000 prisoners £ 

perished in prisons this year alone Jr 

because money supposed to be 
spent on their little comfort was 
pocketed by -those in charge. 111 

The shame is that the GK Ut 

seems indifferent and continued 1111 

to singsongs and praises for the ‘ th 
thieves and the thieves continued 
■looting and pocketing the little 
resources meant for the dying «j 

ones. Time wiH (ell whether the go 
proverbial 40 days for the thief is tru 

applicable in Kenya. . jot 


Of the Bull, the 
Total Man & Minister 

Two weeks ago this column 
raised the issue of whether 
Foreign Affairs and Intcniuiion.il 
Co operation minister Stephen 
Kalou/n Musyoka was sure of 
the difference between 
international diplomacy and 
Kanu propagjuidii. 


0Dp |pJP 

ONE 

fey Jamas Kalufulu 


[*■ Thecal lunn is 1 wusof the view 

|S that the minister .was keen 
protecting his pay than the 
V interests of this nation and. its 
s people. 

1 ] 

g Here is n man who travelled 
s 10 Auckland, New Zealand, n 
month ago alongside his boss to 
lt attend the Commonwealth Heads 

of State and Government summit 
f wlie, ; c a rticmberof thedeJegmiou 

j uidulged i n some sexual exploits. 

s The minister must have heard 

and read about the amorous 
t delegate bccouscit made headline 

news in Auckland arid here at 
| home. 

The delegate -was obviously 
not a simple man. He needed 
total protection and-Mr Kalonzo 
would not, two weeks later sit in 
porliament to hear legislator 
Lawrence Sifuna meddle, with 
the name of Mr Nicholas B iwot 1 , 
who some people are calling llic 
Bull. 

Indeed, Mr Biwott was in 
parliament on- .the material day 
hut cliose to lei Mr Kalonzo 
defend his name against 
accusations that ho was the man 
whose libido worked overtime 
during the import ant 
international mission. 

Mr Kalonzo does norliko 
mentioning names Jiko those of 
Mr Biwott and he therefore 
maintainedih&L ii was unethical 
to publicise the name, hopefully 
■ for the saked f future intemntion a] 
co-operation! 

Bunhe Minister for Foreign 
Affairs forgot that it was die. 
Kenyan tax-pnycr who had 
financed Mr Biwott’s and other 

members Of the delegation's 
travel to New Zealand and were 
therefore entitled to know who 
' tile bull was. 

Mr Kalonzo has so. well and 
comfortably fifted into theNyayo 

«own that he wbuld r$lher the 
truth went to hell and lie kept his 
job. 


Up 10 this day. we have no 
f. evidence as 10 who the man the 
Kiwi government fuciiniiurcjy 
kicked out of the country was 
| .md (may bet ms long ,iv the 
I Mwingi legislainr is mu ready in 

repent then we surely shall never 
\ knnw. 

Merry Christmas 
and Happy 1996 

This is the last piece of Odd- 
One- Out this year. Like many of 
you. I will roll down my sleeves 
and vacate this city lin n couple 

of days to cold irate ihe birth ni 
Jesus Chrisl with my kith am) kin- 
in the village. 

However, before [ du tli.il. I 
would like to sny that 1995 wiu, a 
year that wns quite enjoyable fur 
me. given the support that I 
received from thousands of you 
who found time to read this 
column. I am also indebted to 
many of you out there who 
stopped me in. the streets or 
personally called to say one or 
two things, good or bad, abuul 
what I wrote. 

During the year ending.Odd- 
Gne-Om made many friends 
through this page as well as 
enemies. Not to worry, 1 do not 
have nny personal grudge with 
any sou I because even those who 
called to coinplain did nut forget 
to say that it was not my fault as 
I was,- like everyone, in the 
business of earning bread. 

May I thank those of you who 
telephoned me directly or called 
my colleagues to give a tip on 
this .and that issue. 1 hope we 
lived up lo your expectations. 

I would like to urge those 
who have the responsibility of 
protecting people’s lives ond 
property during Christmas to do 
so without requiring a TT<K and 
pray that nextycnr will find allof 
us in one niece. 

Tliose who were good to us as 
a people and as a nut ion, I pray 
that ll«y be blessed as wc.ushei 
in 1996. Those who found time 
lo assist the needy in various 
ways nlso.de serve my prayer and 
hope that more of their kind will 
come along in. 1996. 


And those who engaged in 
activities that hurt Kenyans. I 
wou Id like topray that their hearts 
be touched and reminded dial 
this nation belongs to all 
Kenyans, rich or poor, 

I 

lit the meantime, I wish and 
pray that when we resume 
vigorous activities in (hecoming 
year, many of us will be eager 
nnd ready to serve Kenya 
selflessly and that iltose who lost 
direction in the paal year will 
rerraenheir steps .May the Lord 
bl^ss all of you. 
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Unchristian use of the 
Cross raises concern 

Jane is my sister s daughter. 
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Jane is my sister's daughter. 
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Sunday, 
curiosity 

* 1 "O anmuiru trt 

Entering the church rc P°rts George Mwangi. 
compound one Sunday morning, ~ 

ehfi aclnwl. <‘UrL.. « . 


she asked; "Why do churches 
have crosses on lop?” I did.qnt 
have a ready answer. I replied 
vaguely; "It is because the dross 
is the symbol of Christianity." 

From her looks, I could see 
she was not satisfied with this 
answer. 1 was afraid she would 
as well ask about the crosses on 
graves, necklcsscs, earrings etc. 
Shaliadgiveii mean assignment. 

The origin of (he-cross is lost 
in the history of mankind. The 
cross was in use even before tlic 
dawn of Christianity in 33 A.D. 
In the encyclopaedia Britan nica 
"it is notclear whether the cross 
was used as n mark of 
identification or possession or 
wm significant for belief and 
worship.' 1 

• There arc hundredsof crosses 

in use in the world today. 
However, the encyclopaedia 
Briiannica. lists four basic 

liisiorical forms of the cross: the 
crux, quadrats or Greek cross, 
with four equal arms; the crux 
immisse or Latin cross, with' a 
longer base Hrm than the other 
arms; the crux commissa which 
is in the form of the GreoJi letter 
Tau, T-shaped; and the crux 
decussate or Si Andrews’ cross, 
which is in Ihefornrof letter“X’^ 
Although it has been debated 
as to whether Jesus Christ was 
crucified on a cross or a stake, 
IheUtin cross is held by tradition 
as theshapeof the cross on which 
Christ died. .. 

In • the early, centuries, 
Chnitiaiw feared portraying the 

f becqtBQ doing so exposed 
roam to ridicule or danger. 
Instead,- they used the sign of a 
fish in secret to identify each 
other. This was at the lime of the 
great persecution of Christians. 

. ft was Emperor Constantine’s 
conversion to Christianity and 
laler veneration of the cross ns n 
symbol of Christian faith, thalby 
350, the cross had- become 
immensely popular in Christian 
buildings, lubrics and funerary. 

Today, millions of Christians, 
especially. of the Catholic faith, 
wear crosses on their lapel*, 
around their neck, pinncdjo their 
clothes and put hi their pockets 
and purses as an’.identification 
nnd witness of their Christian 
• faith and salvation by Jesus' death 
. oa the cross. 

•The mtereai of Christians in 
•the world and use of the cross is 
noitlier archaelogical \nor 
' historical but Chriatological. 

. Christians are concerned with 
Hie eternal, cosmic soteriology 

significance of what likened 
<?nce for o]l in the death of Jesus 
Christ, apnofGod, on the cross.” 

.. ft* the New Bible Dictionary. 


Vol II. [he word "cross" is 
defined, theologically, as a 
summary description of the 
gospel of salvation. It -also 
signifies reconciliation. "By the 
blood on his cross.- God mode 
peace in reconciling all things to 
himself.” 

As an instrument of torture 
and execution, the cross was 
familiar to Jesus' audience which 
comprised of Greeks. Romans- 
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hillside us a symbol of hope and 
sign of their resistance to 
communism. 

Bui not all Christians are 
vigorous in the use and display 
of the cross. The Salvation Army, 
most Pentecostal and Protestant 
churches, nnd most of the African 
Independent Churches (AIC) are 
not comfortable with die use of 
the physical- cross. It may be 
because they find it contrary to 
the Second Commandment 


rJ^;" r "; SP0! | 0tl r iim ' S me 5econd Commandment 

^ ^ which prohibit, wonhipof idols. 

8:38-T k ^7mv! 10:381 Mk P re “ h wilh «■ of 

C3od. I do notneed the cross. It is 


8:38; Lk 14:27 NIV). 

To the Greeks and Romans, 
the cross was a shameful.pillory 
reserved for (lie worst and lowest 
criminals. And to the Jews, it 
was a sign of being accursed. 

Further, the dictionary says, 
the cross in the Now Testament 
is a symbol of shame and 
humiliation, ns well as wisdom 


already in me," argues.a fiery 
Church of Prophets preaoher- at 
Jevanjce Gardens, Nairobi,. Mr 
Philemon Chege Muiruri. 

The Rev Phoebe Njcnga of 
the Church of the Province of 
Kenya (CPK), who usually puts 
on a cross, says the sign .of the 
cross is a sign of victory when it 


identified with such activities. 
Most of these heroes are in 
Europe and America. 

Youth in Africa and other 
developing parts of the world are 
exposed to such "stars" mainly 
through television, videos 
magazines and films. 
Unfortunately, most of these 
heroes and heroines arc not 
Christians. 

They live a kind of "I don't 
care about God" lifestyle and 
since most youth have a poor 
sense of criticism, they easily 
and gullibly imitate their heroes' 
examples and lifestyle, adds Fr 
Gonzales. These imitations are 
obviously seen in hairstyles, 
haircuts, dressings and even 
mannerism, particularly in urban 
youth. 
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Prelate condemns 
blatant roadside 
condoms adverts 

1 *his liand <1 O .1 ■ ■ - 


The head of the Catholic Church 
in Uganda, Archbishop 
Emmanuel Wamala is an angry 
man. He is incensed by 


As riie campaign agam A 
spread of Aids cominm n 
Uganda, custodians cfmv u:h 
ore concerned a W 


... iuvviiabu \jy 

comn^ercinls carried by the media *«*■ concerned a W 
and the Ministry of Health by the advertisements promoting iht 
roadside -and in strategically- choice of condoms as a menut! 

placed billboards, advertising protection against the hum* 
condoms as one of the options to imnntno deficiency virus (HU) 

pick from to beprotected against The head of the Catholic Ckmk 

Ihe Acquired Immune Defin^n™ is not amu^oA r»i u.... 



He further notes that most 
youth are ignorant of the casual 
use of the cross as. earrings or 
fancy decorations. Some find it 
fashionable while others may 
have received it ns u gift 0 r 
souvenir from friends nr spouses. 

Elizabeth Katlieiu, a 19-year- 
old college student in Nairobi 
wh sppoted a cross-shaped 
earring said, "si ni umaridadl> 
la” in Kiswahili, translate^ to 
mean "it is-merely for beauty.” 

Fr Gonzales says thesehabils 
are jokingly introduced lo the 
youth littleby little but sink down 
deeply. When the youth see their 
heroes daring to do it, they arc 
also tempted to do the me. 
Finally, they end up with peers 
who do not care about nnything 
and with immoral lifestyles for 

instance engaging in freegex and 
being scandalous. 


and glory revealed through it; 
Also the cross symbolises the 
union-of Christians with 'Christ, 
"not by virtue Of following his 
example but in virtue of whal ha 
has done for us and in us." Thus, 
lha cross hRs a pivotal role for 
Christians of aji walks oflife. 
Over the years. Christians 

have used the cross in various 
ways. In the Catholic Church, 
the cross and crucifix have a 


Fr Gonzales *ays foe youth 
need to be protected from such 
negative influences. Christians 
need to- get into the world of 


is plain bin when it has Christ on 
it, fl disturbs me." 

Churches whichdo notopenly 

use the sign of the cross usuallv "T ~ SD ‘ 1,110 we world of I 7 “ “* numoer; theri 

use flags and uniforms to identify ^ l " n ^ TOl J u ^toproduce| I?*. 638 males (47.3 pe 
themselves. * Chnstian enlertainmem but to I " n 0.while21,921werefemaJe! 

. Unfortunately, inourmedern Z'TSX* !“* « ^l*"-** 


, — - ^ w piuicutea against 
Ihe Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Sydroine (Aids). 

Cardinal Warn ala has 
criticised health officials and the 
business community for 
promoting and “peddling" 
condoms as an effective means 
of preventing the rampaging Aids 
scourge iiVthe country. 

While the Ministry, of health 
billboards give two other options, 
faithfulness and abstinence, a 
private firm advertises condoms 
of a brand name Protector as the 
surest way for n modern person 
to beat Aids." The commercials 
have rekindled a debate on 
condoms as a means to fighi the 
spread- of Aids and morality in 
Uganda. 

Aids was first identified in 
ihe country. in 1992 in-Rakai 
district. Today, about 10 percent 
of the -17 million Ugandans are 
said to (xrinfecred with the human 
immune-deficiency virus (HIV) 
which causes Aids. 

According to the HIV/Aids 
surveillance report of the Uganda 
Aids Commission releasediast 
March by December 1994, there 
were 46,120 Aids cases, out of 
Whom 42,43 7 representing 92per 
cent were adults above 12 years 
of a^e. Out of that number; there 
**■* 19,638 males (47.3 per 


central role in prayerp and- 
liturgical service,' Catholic*. « 


been scandalised arid secularized * S* 1 * hero * s for 

In Europe and ZL. JE' ’ S ' ^ 
extenl some- uses are remotely feBlylcs can be 

among young people. 


. ^ * 

connected with satanism. What 

X&ft’i&ET-r addition, (he^oulh need to be 

-. black mass.^d.monic blood ™ lig 1 hl ' ned ^ ‘hat Ihcy can 

developagoodsettiacfcriUciam. 

tiiesignof thBCrosxbecause "the 

cross is a povlrcr(iil protection 
against physical, menial and 
spiritual dangers. Even saian flees 
from t lie sign of die cross,” " 

n ■ . - 


The multi-seoloral Aids 
■control approacn on population 
based studies, indidate that 
women have shown a much 
higher rate of HIV infection than 
men. Aids affecis -women hi a- 
special way. 

In order lo fight jhc spread of 
tile disease, the -government 
:tacitly approved the widespread .■ 

lIMnfrnnJ. ■■ . . 


is not mused by such advent, 
reports KldjlNduku. 

howevqr, that a staunchiuppotia 
of Museveni, the Rev Misswi 
Kavuma, the retired Bishop of 
Church of Uganda Numimbt 
Cathedral in Kampala, did hi 
take up, the chairmamhip d! 
Uganda Aids Commission -dut 
to the condoms issue. He was. 
appointed about two yens ago. 

This time round, apart free 
New Vision, the two private rain 
stations FM capital and Jflflji' 
state owned Radio Ugudi 
Television are .carrying 
commercials talking boldly ata* . 
condoms. One commercial even 
portrays the HIV- virus inside i 
condom -with the user about is 
throw it away in a lolrinf. 
lamenting how it is going w* 
instead of being hosted by i 
human being. 

It islhis particii larcommera'*! 
which many ha ve found tastriesi- 
in fact disgusting- In a letter » 
the EditorofAtev Vision, ueidei 
narrates a story of his young s« 
who after hearing titccoiw*^ 
on the radio asked whaicooW 
kondo (thieO was and 
slapped by an elder tisttf- 
"Condoms cause piotilans tta 
promote immorality." 
up the condoms issue. 

Michael Kizilo a seconder 
school student and s commit 
Christian asks how a parent f*« ; 
give achild a condom asswap® 11 
against Aids as it is ^einl 

ehonaotsfl ft«0«ciallV “) 


Condoms adverts 
rk Archbishop 


* 

* 


suggested especially . 
government officials 
advertisers of condom*- ■>* 


instead suggests the icachingo| 

morals as condoms 1,0 


sacrifices and in drug leagues. - - - 

.. AsasymbolofidemiTioatiori Theol6Ria nff aren«.i, ;Iac “ly approved the widespread 

.» sntenic practices, observers is- mom bf n,« ^ herc ' • useofcondoms and backfo 1991 

say, usually, the iross is spotted physical cross^is^l^^ .h* Ari° New Vision ', *** several 

a? an inverted cross-shaped ci^nal cross sS ^ J. dvertisemenl5 ^ condoms, 

earring.’ Basically, the,, inlernalks^ ^ever.thechurch, particularly 
malcrialistic culture which.. fteepthe^s^ohtfoM “ W ^ C ^ cC1,lI rch protested to . eoucaiion- m 
emphtteises woridly ple^s is not as a mire ^ ^ residenl Y °weri Museveni and ■ B»vemmenthad varied I but 

MW •' . ^^Wtel object.; , the advertisers withdrew their opposed maifliy by the Cathoh 

people kept planting crosses pn q ■ .use of the 'cross; The youtii; are —APSfieat • ’’ can *paign. i;. .; . . . Church. Despite the pos 1 ^ 

;• • ftjf believcdin some cirples, -, ■' Turn to Page il 


During • (he darkest days of. 
communist rule in Poland, tile 


IMuinu a* vvm . 

foolproof: "We young 
should shun what sonw leaderi 
and parents are telling BMjJJ 1 
using condoms is concemec- 
Kizito is silent on *« 
education- in schools -which 

> . ■ .vJ Uiif U 



From Mr tO 

reviews of the programme, 
lot is still a debate on sex 
('ucjiion- Initially, parents 
^pted it when people feared 
tcAitis epidemic but not any 
ate, is they do not see why 
<mr children should be 
yoduced to maturity by 
wiheti- 

Cudinal Wamala does not 
incite ihe usage of condoms 
Mills change of sexual attitude 
mi the people of Uganda. 

I’pndans should not be deceived 
M ihe use of condoms would 
u ve their lives when they 
-.jihu c to engage in immoral 
ing|] habits." 

He Uoients that although the 
country had acquired a 
itoisable image abroad on the 
political from, it had an ugly 
migeas far as the Aids scourge 
i concerned. "This is alarming. 

When you go abroad people no 
longer refer to Uganda as the 
country of dictator Idi Amin 
(former president) but as a 
country which is suffering a loi 
drier ihe Aids .killer disease." 

Bring down 

He says he will never give up 
fecal) for strong family values 
nd ihe appeal to.people lo turn .. 
uGod os their saviour from suoh . 
sreiponsible sexual behaviour. . 

Life Kizilo, the archbishop dqos 
not address the problem of the 
Iflutb and sex, , 

A-,-. Kampala • private 
piactitioner.. Dr John Worst. : 

Kimbowa . concedes that. , 
condoms are being used as the 
miin weapon against HIV, 
fitter with health education 
uri clean syringes, "Indeed wiili 
Mch a three-pronged thrust, 
tolih Workerc in the United 
Sines of America too have • 
managed to bring down the 
■wldence among h6^IlosexUafe.’ , 1 

So; " health - 1 workers 
wiywhete have- gohe 'out Id' 

*li« thoie be oris 1 especially 
o^doins. lit Uganda, says Dr 1 
ftmbowL the players ate mainly ' 

Uganda; Aids Commission. 1 1 ' ' The ' centre, , a. ; . non-, 
^dividual irganifeatidns, hinny' government hi organisation 
Mn-gbvtrnritenfal orgariikatibhs " ; itrirtied‘ in 1 1 990 provides ..free,, 
•od busRiesiriieri. 1 : ‘ voluntary hrid Anonympus HIV. 

Hi ‘ says'- that all' these * test (the o'pefi market, fee is an , 
advertise, ' brif "Protector is' : equivalent bf 0S$ 6, prohibitive, 
purely b business venture, to Ihe ordinhty Ugandan), health 

Somebodyi broughMt and i education, counselling, .and 


the conient should be more 
explicit or else one gels poor 
results. 

hi retrospect lie says.nowhcrc 
in Ihe world where condoms have 
been used to fight (lie spread of 
Aids, “have we seen the incidence 
going down except in the 
homosexual community refereed 
to earlier." 

But since condoms are 
available and there- is no 
alternative at the moment, "let us 
use them." He however, believes 
that the mosicffective preventive 
measure and yet cost free is Ihe 
fear of death. 

He says Fear has had a 
tremendous impact and Kids, “we 
no longer sec gonorrhoea even 
umong students as we did before, 
lodges arc empty. These days 1 
see 20 people a day without any 
case of gonorrhoea but before on 
Mondays, a doctor would see 
about 1 0. The trend today is one 
wife and a steady .girlfriend, and 
woin 'ii don't venture out like 
men." 

Dr Kimtpowa believes that 
Uganda has gone through the 
worst limes as far as the Aids 
pandemic is concerned. He says 
Ihe East African country i* on a 
plateau of Aids and lamenls the 
continued loss of the working 
,agc group which lie says could 
lead to a shor|ugc of workers. 
"But on the olhci hand, .there js 
unemployment and therefore thql 
cancels out," he adds. 

Street children 

Dr Kimbowa decries the 
increase in dependency due to he 
high number of orphans in the 
country: “Tins has led to more 
implications, that is why we have 
an increase number of street 
children," he argues. 

But Josephine Knlule of 
Organisation Aids Information. 
Cbritre d'oeB not share Dr.| 
Kiifibowa's opBmism. She. says 
' fear dfdenth l£ ho deterrent. “Wp 
see mor&and more young people 
who a to HIV positive,! 'she notes. 


Excelling is 
the name of 
the game; 
Alice 

Mwajuma 

Abuk, 

currently the 
deputy 
General 
Secretary of 
YWCA, has 
worked as a 
bank clerk 
and as a 
teacher. She 
speaks out on 
issues that 
suppress 
women. 
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Sky's the limit 
for Alice Abok 


Her ambition after silling the* A' • 

| . level examination was tobecoiHe 
banker. And- Mrs ; Alice 1 
Mwajuma Abok - indeed joined' ' 
Barclays Bank in Nairobi but for 1 
only 18 months. . 

She abandoned a banking 
career and joined ‘Kenyatta 
University for a diploma in 
education.- ■ '■ 1 

“For ■ some- - reasons", 
Mwajuma told Target "it didn't 
occur to me that banking 1 b not 
what I wanted for my career and 
.felt strongly that 'the one-and- 
. half years was already more than 
| enough and I was yearning for a 
profession that would' keep me 
with students in a classroom-."' . 

After completing her diploma 
. course, Mw&juma was posted lo 
. Maluga Girls in Kwale and later 
St John's Girls-rin Kaloleni- 
Giriama. where within 11 years 
5hei'rofce"to be: the idepuly 
headmistress.- - - 

‘l 


By Seth Mlislsl 


Adjustment Programmes (S APs) 
had increased the urteertainiy of 
accessing funds to -non-' 

governmental organisalions anri . 

this made -the socio-economic 
status of women in rural and • 
urban areas more worrying- 

As-far as responsibilities go, 
Mwajuma has aplateful.-Sho is n 
member of the African Women 
Economic Policy Network - 
(WEAPON)nnd is involved-in n •; 
lot oF training' for cliurth women 
with 1 the ibbjectlve of .building 
their 'capacities in the area’of- 
leadership and economio literacy, 


positions, bdt the empowerment 
of the wantenfolk at any level 
Wllerd they will be able to speak 
out on issues that suppress them," 
she says, 1 disclosing that her 
husband, Dr 1 Wilson Okuinu 
Abok, is a lecturer of geography 
at Mbl University. 

- : .1 - 

MallflnflLteyeL 


iiicue nn the importance of 
educating the girl-child, 
liberating her from the chains 
which hod hindered her progress 
for u tong time. 

Mrs Atmk has no lime, for 
rhetorics on power dynamics as 
advocated by some women. 
“Probably wc should start 
articulating more and more oil 
partnership than on power 
dynamics and I lend to thinkthere 
in more to life than power, or if 
you like, our inler-rcUlionship 
transcend power dynamics," says 
she. 

According to her, it would 
make no big change even if 
women will endeavour In match 
men on the floor uf the august 
House since they will still be 
working with Ihe same voters 
who are the power brokers. 

"This is why 1 am convinced 
that such n change would not 
really make a serious impact, 
unless of course we strive lo 
sensitize the majority of these 
women who are not at the level, 
wc are envisaging and empower 
Them," she argues. 

Mwajuma is also not also 
oblivious of whai goes on in the 
political arena. She views with 
deep disappointment the 
wranglesand uncertainties within 
the ranks of the opposition in this 
country. 

Says the YMCA deputy GS: 
"When the original FORD split 
into two, 1 started seeing 
unhealthy signs. Bui most men 1 

havctalked to have the contention 
that the first split and whal we are 
now witnessing within - , the 
FORD-K is healthy, that it -is, 
democracy in practice". 

She thinks the announcement 
that ihe opposition will field one 
presidential candidate in the next 
general elections is a good thing, 
for this might pave Iho way for 
the opposition winning in 1997. 

On the growing number of 
street children in the country, 
Mwajuma feels that both men 
and women should view Ihe 
situation as serious. To Iter the 
remedy will come about when 
there will be open and honest 
dialogue between parents and 
their children. . r 


distributed to all. shops. But- ■■ creates public awarenpps. It > £r> n nnmfft Iftftr&CV 

u 'divldii&| (programmes also. further ixovidds ongoing support . . ( r^. + 

bingin condoms^ ^ndl distribute ’-to- olienis to -help . their ’• k . < 


■tomftea.of charge. "i:- 1-.. • i- •: psychological and social 

^t Kimbowa 1 ivieWBithe ; adjustment and to -pr6mote;| 
-8s..u harmless', gacjget ■ Ibahdvioural change. 

Without any medical side effects 1 KalUle is bailed out' by the 
M, there is Udatch, the.user has- . Uganda Aids Commission whose. 

. tal *well motivated to use it and ■•■report, 8ireB*es."ihc figures are 
^4*1 [have some basic, idea of not accurate and do not represent 
microbiology to understand how. a compete .picture of HIV/Aids-] 

"works."; ; inUganda.Epidemiologistinlhe. 

He notes that those who clshn ''country 1 Wife ve the number of 
10 u,e ' Co ndOms h&V ^ failed to " cases toported represent as little 
*pply this ton&iteepiWe method as 15 to 20 per fcentof the actual 

. WboiiilyJ saying; this Is lack ’’ ■' number qf cases in theCo untry.' : 

^Mge.Hiaai.WoBjBct' - " ' : 

. jW'advdf tisefoents 1 but says : ' —APS Features 1 1 


Today, Mwajuma .is the 
deputy General. -Secretary of 
, Young . Women's Christian 
.Association (YMCA), Kenya, & 
Job she says is quitechallenging. 

"We are a non -governmental 
..organization and. most. of our 
. clientele =af over -10,000 arc 
jseneficiaries Of- finanoiaL and 
technical assistance' and. this 
means We -have to doia’lot of 
fund-raising, fdr'iristanoe, 


Mwajuma sees 

.empowerment, as a means of 
giving women economic power 
through -credit facilities and 
income-ge net tiling activities, 
sensitizing 4he ordinary women 
and- empowering them to make 
decisions and .bringing them to 
Mwikimafe ako’-a ^memWr - the level wliere they now realize 
of the NCCK's Personnel Policy '.that each one of them may have _ factors tike- erosion of support 
Review Cqmmittee tnd’Slts in - .4caderahip skills whibh they have systems because of internal 

■ pot exploited. 

. .. h Shedoes not agree with those" 

;j who auggeat that-women shoiild 
ponce nuate on increasing the 
.■ number of women Members of . . 

:j Jtor!iament..Ai slake, she Suyp. is 
., .. the need for bringing wonted up 
Blit' when .time .allows, she. ... lo.theleyel where they afeableto • 
prefers -to. listen -to instrumental - lake decisions, be it at VLUage, 
music os, iL to ■ quint and . sloWi • , tocatiqnal, district or legislative 

According loMwtyun a she used .levels., | . 

to. like readirig ■ nove : a. i Today notes with 

because of (henalure o ilier work; - that there has been a 

she only reods -maga unei With change. ip. die .status of Women 

information related to her work, ,c -^e, As an. example, women 
Ihe magazines inphido WEDQ t .u .$W , nowjakq suminats to the 
which ..-features ,, women’s, .igrnssroois .where womeri are- 
environmental development sensitized on Uteir rights,' hoW to 


the local 1 committee i of 'the 1 
International Red .Gross. . i 

"As you can see, my plateiis 
always full and this means.no 
lime is lofr for any hobbies”, tire 
molher-of five girls and on& boy 
says,. 


Support system 

She attributes the cause to 


migrations arid the break-up of 
extended families. This is-wliy 
she is convinced , family life 
eiduoatioh should be encouraged 
for young people as well as peer 
counselling. 

Alice Mwajuma Abok, an 
alnimnae of the Centre foi 
Development and Populat^oi 
Activities headquartered in 
Washiugton.-D.C was educated 
at Dr Krapf, Edelvale Home 
primary sclidols arid Moi Nairobi 
Girls before proceedirig to Bulere 
Girls forJier 'A' levels. 

‘ SltejbiriedtheYWCAinMay 
1987 as programme secretary irt- 
charg'e of monitoring arid 


issues' br 'riolefnics'ori' Womert’s’ 1 ' Vbtearid tlib merit 

healtlri. , 11 1 their 'repre^dplati 

-- InnflT fti 1 nflfinrlrtl'lE 


^oid arid thb merits of choosing -'supervision of project* for 


ves either at women's groups arid you: 1 in 
Otiy' a im ’ 'ii a Women 1 s , ' local of national' level. ' Mombasa. A year and ho * 


through proposal wrltirig, ,, 8dys w ,„ - T -- , -- - . , 

Mwajuma. '• ■ ! '* : * !y - ■ l,, ' : movement is not just to increase * Ana Untijce before, she soys, 

■swrtyi si^turti 1 d» t**:*??. ' 


she moved to N airbbi as m> 
prograihnte'Kecret ary . 






Special Report 

By Blamuel Njururl 


IV h, uncut lia-i goiieon recess hcforc the Chirm ic.tl 
Control Hill I '>95 has been 11 n rcxim-cdimJ debated. 
It wa s niiij of the lew ilmi will now haw to he the 
business of the next session of the Seventh 
Harfiainent next year after llic normal lenghty 
Christmas recess. 

What is the Hill all about anyway? 

The aim or the Chemical Control Bill is to 
establish a statutory body to regulate, document 
and license persons tuid companies involved in 
the production, procurement and disposal of 
chemical substances; and advise government on 
what to do about different chemical substances. 

The growing industrialization of our country 
and the ease of substance movement between 
countries makes it necessary that legislation be 
updated to improve the protection of the national 
iiKercsi. But an immediate question emerges; is 

, * orma| i°fi of a new intcr-minisicrial statutory 
body die best option? 

The proposed Chemical Control Act, is seen 
by experts as grossly shy on Ihc serious global ■ 
concern over tire disposal <if nuclcnr nnd toxic 
wastes. Jn fact nowhere in (lie 1 3 -page draft 
document are Hie words "nuclear", or , ‘loxic ,, 
wastes mentioned in reference to the manufacture, 
Iiiuidbngor of (lie chemical substances 

the proposed Act is intended to control 
Considering the tvA [hc monilori of 

chemicals ui the country is critical, particularly at 
this time of rapid liberalization and considering 
uio technical requirements of proper man age menl 
it is not quite clear whyjhc Attorney-General lias 
found it helpful that instead or empowering the 
o vernmwu Chemist as the appropriate organ for 
Hie management and monitoring of chemical 
substance use and disposal in the country, an 
mter-mimstena 1 committee of top civil servants 
be established to execute (he task. 

In (he s proposed composition or the Board the 
etytee of officials to be members is very general 
nnd wanting. An official from the "Ministry at the 
Ume being responsible f or provincial 
□ministration and interred security" does not (ell 

^■ hCr J He reqUirpd pcKon is from provincial 
administration dr internal security and further 
assumes that the two functions will always be 
.executed in tandem , 

Similarly, for the Ministry of Agriculture and 

gfpqdriesg 
m fad ts 

jjQUble-reqnltfinn 

and taxatiQfl 



Chemical Control Bill 

has to wait until '96 

clearing houses for pharmacists is VAru rani - 


U^stodc Development arid Marketing, it wbuld 
be hdpM to specify which department is critical : ' 
to the Board. It is also unclear which ministry will 

, * J inS E il ° of .veiyftequent references 

to (lie "Minister . 

"J"* lost 10 toe. memory of many Kenyans 
that a few years ago a pennanent secretary in 
,rt ^ e mal security office, setup ncounliy- 
wideseclirity tietwork of provincial administrators * 

! .f. was reporting dlrecjly to him. For an 
mspelorate-aicompassing all the bther-miiiis tries 
to. the proposed Bill, one cbuld establish a 
dreadfully formidable force. 

However, exports in the Chemical industry 5C o 
numerous weaknesses in the Bill which have 
d««l bfaig lofa Held. Firaly, itay.uy, ihe : 
BU JJ non i? p . e f I 1 fi c ?P Phemicals. 

• vT ^imilionef chwnical substance .which " 

'■ Substance.. occurring ntuuraUy.i.wliich 
hMchn^cteristicpIiysieal ahd chemical properties 
|n weir pure form" allows very broad scope for 
interpretation qf what is excluded from the ' 
provision. 

Apart- £on> complicating, what law one is to ' 
^Ppal. tp. ihis brp^sa pnn lend to double- . 

. regulation wdlaxatjoiiof certain substances. This ■ 

« ft problem already, bemg experienced by the ‘ 
medical, a pd pbflrnjaceuiionj industrias. 

Today, to import achcmicalfor pharmaceutical 
ure^uirpsclcarence.from the Minis tiy of Health, 
.ywmaimir board is not proposed jo be undfir that 
.ministry. Hence the likelihood of increasing 


clearing houses for pharmacists is very real. 

According to industry sources, the control of 
narcotics and related substances enacted in the 
£rug Act and administered under the Office of [he 
fteiident is causing irritating hold-ups for the 
unporters of drags like’opium for clfoicalnire. 
Some companies have given up importing the 
dnig all together. 6 

wrhilh* net . r ^ uU is black m " k « importation 
inch is amiable to abuse by drag users, untaxed, 

,nacce8sible for clinical use. An 

" SW “ nlr0l,i lhroa * h «“ 
herarcal Bill may compound an already 

disturbing regime controls. y 

Industry experts complain that the 
pharmaceutical industry is the mosl regulfUed 
industry after gun control and cuir ency 

DofnL \l!!»w chcm , ic ^ aoolort An important starting 
S ** sa * IS to* government to ask the 

to , Wl f CXiSling *“■*» not 
, l^ Cly adm,l,ls,ere d instead of rushing 

no ° f nUCleW #nd oUier to **c wastes 

f ° r 1,1 ^ BiU 10 specifically 
dca with their substances whose dhrooraf 

« in ^ ^nfoping worUk E 
socio-political and environmental concern This 

,hBjudlei al toeansof de Jing 

vrith a matter that should take legal . priority 

Ldnlf r 8 J h ° sorious le,n P tfl tion by the 
industrialised nations to dump dangerous 

chemicals, nuclear and other loxk wastes in foe 
developing world. 

r ,„^ 3nCCr J > '* * lowover evident over the propojed 
creation of what those in the industry view as a ■ 

, nolT^-riN b h !lenCCi,IOllC ' forc *" in lhe llam ' of ■ 
Nwwtescnp, cheimcd conool inspeolon. The Bill ■ 

Bowdloappolm 'public officers" to be “chemical 
conbQl Inapccion' 1 . 1 "»«wiucil-. 

, Wilfooul hidicatingthe training orqudifioationi ■ 

S5 cl . or “PPoimed' shall bo U, ue d withT 

whiohht shall produca lo iho ocoiipiar of, or aiiv 
oihei partpr, holding a respomibla poriubn , 


issue them with authority cards to raid and ransack 
chemical substances facilities. Unless (he 
inspectors in question are knowledgeable and 
qualified scientists, they could easily pose a danger 
to themselves and others within or without such ' 
facilities. The Attorney-General could put innocent 
lives to danger," said a research scientist with the 
University of Nairobi. 

Even those who dismiss number 13 as 
superstitious Engiish fear are now afraid that 
Section 13 of the gender-insensitive Bill could 
spell disaster to the industry if the inspectors we.v 
to single-handedly wreak havoc wiihoutrecaurse. 
The section outlines the duties of the inspector ns 
authorised to; 

• Enter, inspect, lake samples,. examine any 
premises or part thereof, booth, motor 
vehicle, vessel, aircraft or any other vessel 
in or upon which he lias reasonable cause 
to believe thaLany chemical. substance is 
stored, manufactured, used, transported or 

•' disposed of; 

• require -the production of a license 
authorizing'Srich owner or occupier of'tlie 
facility to carry on- the activities with 

'■ tofli substances, or a registerkeptunder 5 

this (proposed) Act, and inspect, exam Lie 
or lake copies thereof; • . = , . 

• seize, remove and detain, any chemical 
substances and any other articles which 

' rtl f y appear to him to contain or comprise ■ 
substances or materials in-connectiOn With ' 
which he has evidence of an offensb havihg " 
been committed under this' (proposed) Am 
or regulations made thereunder, 1 arid for ' 
like cause seize, .remove, detain ■■or take 
charge of any premises, facilities, 
pqotamaa, re^piacles and any other books ' 
of accounts (why account-books iri a 

* .require- the owner or occflpier of . the 
premises op facilities, to explain and give 
information relating to the presence in the , 
premuies or facility of any chemical:, 

* •• . substances; and, ' . f- 

* m«i 6 il UCh eXaminalions flnd c^uiries as 
' may : be nacassaiy ‘ for Carrying out die 

‘ ’ reTJl T 08 ° f lhBir (P ro P° Sc d) Act or . 

■ regutatipng made thereunder, c, . . . 

® ■ j3S ^ s AeU D^Log an * 
to be a government analyst for lhe sake of 


giving criminal evidence is one thing, being i 
competent and qualified scientific analyst whoit 
evidence may be admissible in a court of law. ii 
quite another. 

More contentious, however, is die piaviiioa 
thal "the inspector may act without a wairasi 
whenever it appears to him that the delay which 
may be occasioned in obtaining a wairant would 
seriously hinder him in the performance of hii 
duties or tend lodefeal the purpose of this seclkra". 

Tfie Bill does not even attempt to give rah 
inspectors a human face by proposing that such 
illegal activities could be warranted when public 
or environmental safely is threatened oi 
endangered if prompt action is not taken. Yet it 

Concern eviHtmf 
over creation 
Chemical substances 
BOUce force' 

. states that “every seizure ^ under this- section slwl! ■ 
b e rep?rted to the nearest magistrate without undue 
.fJnlay". That is even when a warrant wai not 
sought from such a magistrate in .the first place. 

The Bill seeks to set up a Chemical Control 
Board, whose chairman will be a presidential 
appointee. Other mem bersoftheboafd willincW* 
a provincial administration and internal security 
official in the Qfficeof the President, andofficials 
from the Health, Water Development!; 
Environment. Agriculture and Livestock 1 
Development, Labour and Commerce and 
. Industry. 

Two persons "having special knpwledgcinlb® 
manufacture, production, use and disposal of 

chemicals" to be appointed by a minister will also 

■ be on the board along with the Governmoil 
Chemist. The chairman and the two persons few 
;lhe industry will be on the board for three yaarsor 
lflS specified on their appointments by name in the 
1 Kenya Gazette. 

The Ministry of Science and Technology a* 
well as local universities and centres of rescartb 
appear to have no representation on the board that 
will be top-heavy with civil servants. 


On the positive-side the proposed Aot will 
require the owner of a licensed facility lo appoint 
a “person experienced in handling chemical 
substances as a safety officer within the facility. 
Such on officer will, ensure safety measures and 
precautions and instructions issued by the board 
arc properly implemented. 
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Don laments 
lack of drama 
opportunities 
for children 


Pitf Francis Imbuga, the Dean 
jf Arte Faculty at the Kenyaltu 
(iiuvwsiiy laments tliat no scliool 
oKrny a provides opportunities 
Lf children lo engage in dramu 
a education. 

Addressing tiic topic 
DevelopnientTlirough Drama, " 
junng a British Cnuncil- 
,pun«>red literary workshop 
»lw$C theme was "Action and 
Imagination in Children’s 
bietature," Prof Imbuga said; 
'What is in our schools is not 
children's drama but children 
Ming in plays meant for adults.. 
Children experience frustrations 
ud lhe experiences are removed 
from children's tender 
(motions." 

According to him, issues 
tickled such os corruption and 
untBoralily torment children and 
« beyond their (children's) 
pisp. 

The don said [here was a 
misconception in Kenya that 
mining children to act is 
children's drama whereas in the 
Vest, emphasis was put on 
children’s ability Lo develop 
fame (which is child-centred, 
engages children's minds fully 
md where adult participation is 
incidental merely to inspire and 
guide). . 

Such drama benefilted 
children ' and no audience is 
■Bicipaled becauseo’rdinnrily an 
ludicnce creates tension -and an 
inhibition .in children. In 
children 1 * drama, the audience 
led competition, aspects are 
amoved and most learning 
«cors indirectly through 
®»cuous participation. Prof 
imbuga told the workshop 
toned by Dr Wasambo Were, 
ofKcnyatla University. 

Ho said drama- was a 
^derful learning experience 
tot manifested itself as early as 
w first year of childhood when 


By Fred Ndung’u 

toddlers engage in games of 
pretence nnd thus learn the art of 
interpersonal relationships. 

In creative drama, the 
spontaneous acting aspect ismore 
crucial limn lhe need to entertain 
nnd proves the imaginative 
ciipabilitiesof[ndividuu!5.Ilalso 
asserts individuality and gives 
self-confidence. 

Creative drama draws on all 
senses and other aspects of life. 
The importance of the process 
and participation is highlighted 
and the [earning process which is 
die means lo an end maintained. 

! ’• *»f Imbuga asserted that 
di.ii.i i in schools can develop 
skill* and characteristics that 
promote artistic interpretation of 
life and interpersonal 
relationships. It can also 
humanise learning and encourage 
participation 

Drama 'eliminates tension in 
learning environments, gives 
light- heartedness and can be used 
in tcRchingother subjects. Iigives 
freedom to experiment andhelps 
one to interpret situations and 
also develop verbal os well as 
non-verbal communication 
skills. 

Drama helps develop 
intellectual, physical and spiritual 
domains and transforms people 
into critical members of society. 
With the knowledge of drama, 
people arc made to understand 
the drams of life. 

Children’s drama again helps 
in the development of fully* 
Hedged interests in theatrical 
activities later in life such as skills 
iri acting, directing, playwriting, 
technical drama, arts and design 
and the use of voice. Values and 
' ethics ore explored and capacity 
for expression, imagination and 
other senses are developed. 

Prof Imbuga said that in 
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This is how we do it... children participating in a drama festival. A ii diversity professor says children act In plays 
meant for adults. — File picture 


infancy, the mind develops two 
key activities namely projected 
and personal plays. In the 
projected play, the mind regards 
objects ssifihcy were fully alive. 
Mostly the mind is used fully and 
the physical body minimally. To 
children an inanimate object such 
as Ihedoll becomes auntie, uncle, 
cat or dog (pets) and there is 
play-acting. The child is silting 
or stnnding. 

This is the first play to be 
observed in children and talking 
is in Ihe mind. It helps lo develop 
concentration, patience and 
observation whereas in the 
personal play, the whole body is 
engaged in running, singing or 
dHncing and it develops play, 
dancing, patience, concentration 
and other external domains. 

Another exampfe the KU don 
gave was how to explore 
children's writing and emotions. 
If for instance a piano is played 
different children will have 
individual interpretations and 
different reactions would ensue 
mid dramatic situations would 
also result. One child might cry, 
another will dance and rejoice. 

Thecrying child may perhaps 
be recalling a friend who used to 
play piano at their church but 
who later died. Another might 
start wondering who Ihe first 
perron to play that- piano was, 
perhaps a woman since most 
women arc sentimental. 

Prof Imbuga sees the need to 


document drum a for posterity 
through writing of scripts or 
books by siage maiuigers, the 
wny they would conduc t plays or 
through video- taping. 

Gcnga-Idowu, write nnd 
editor (CAKE) observed dial 
children deliberately wir .<> 
.■(.lulls to 1 avoid being ruiiu-.'.vii 
1 . Jidull editors and urged adulLs 
lo encourage children lo write us 
children. 

Dr Were wondered why 
Kenya had not introduced drama 
ns mi essential pari of the school 
curriculum to which Prof Imbuga 
replied Kenyans were 
conservative. 

MsHclldn Mwanzi, a Nairobi 
University specialist in children 
activities including literature, 
said oral literature (OL) was the 
bedrock of children's literature. 

In a paper, “Oral and Written 
Literature for Children," Ms 
Mwanzi said OL was open and 
did not exclude anyone. All one 
needed was lo know and 
understand the language in use. 

She observed that songs were 
an effective tool in children's 
literature since lljey were used 
by molli era (lullabies) and society 
in general to express -joy nnd 
other feelings. 

According to her OL helped 
, children to feel sbcinl and 
confident since they imitate 
adults. Children coin stories, 
riddles andsymbolic plays using 
dolls and playing as mothers and 


fni hers Mild children. 

Children lake offence il'ihcir 
toys and piny things are abused. 
The play things give them an 
iden of affinity and ownership 
and the rules used in activities 
such as answering riddles and 
playing hide and seek introduce 
them in the orderly world. 

Ms Paine In Kola gave her 
experiences working with 
children. She wns Ihe first 
Kenyan graduate to leach a I 
kindcrgntcii (AU Saints 
Cnlhcdral). 

Ms Kola said adults had the 
obligation to re tbll slorics tu 
children and work with them lo 
develop such stories. Stories 
inculcated values at tender ages 
and enabled children explore the 
world 'especially in the crucial 
first five years oflifc. 

She said sports and concert 
days urccrucial to enable pare ills 
sec their children perforin in 
different areas. 

On the negative influences of 
die media especially TV, Ms Kolu 
said parents were victims of 
circuniRtanccs because theygavc 
only what was available. 

A participant said something 
should be done regarding the 
violence and immorality on TV 
and urged parents to sacrifice by 
not buying TVs or locking them 
up. 

Bui Mr Ezekiel Alcinbi said 
locking up TVs will not help the 
situation. What was needed wns 


nii.allcniHiivu lo die TV, such as 
capiivuiiug and attractive stories 
and drama. 

Kcnyatta University’s 
Alernbi talked nbout ‘‘The 
Challenging World of Children 
Literature Write rsin Kenya.” He 
said genres of OL have existed 
for long in Kenya but were 
ignored by the written literature 
tWL) that came with 
westernisation. Children were 
thus exposed to foreign books 
such ns the King Solomon's 
Mines, Jack ami The Beanstalk 
nntl The 39 steps. 

Dr Monicah Mweseli of 
Nairobi University (Kikuyu 
Campus) talked about 
"Children's Literature as a 
’ Socialisation Tool. She said 
children were die hope of the 
foture and thus needed proper 
socialisation for the inculcation 
of the right values and attitudes. 

S he said concepts, values and 
altitudes should be 
conceptualised in children's 
literature. Literature improves 
vocabulary, imagination and 
values and culture, Dr Mweseli 
said remembering that her 
interest in literature was inspired 
early in life at primary school. 

Dr Mweseli said booksslnuld 
hnvc meaningful messages 
because as psychologists say. 
children perceive the world 
differently at different ages and' 
authors have lo empathise with 
them. 



jtojing through the daily press 
to Kortya t^ese. days; two 
•mriying subjects are always 
s >ng the lead - crime and 
Jemployjnenti Crime has 
Particularly become a major 
ncern to Kenyans and 
__ li ners ; nlike 1 because 
Wallers are becoming more 
rfSand they appear to be one 
JP ahead of the police with 

"^singly more' sophisticated 
amis. . . , ' 

.The spate 6f;bank robberies 
^toilHorisofshUUngsof 
fcfa/ 5 toVestriirfriia have been 
and innocent lives lost in 
y* c ases, is a matter bf grave 


By George li, Mwlcfgl 

concern not only to the banks but 
even ordinary citizens who could 
-easily be caught up in the 
crossfire. 

' Robbers have raided rural and 
urban homes with abandon 
leaving a trail Of blood andmisery 
climaxing in the recent hold-up 
of a foreign embassy in Nairobi 
and shooting of diplomats. 

The course and confidence 
displayed by armed gangsters as 
they go about their criminal; 
activities is increasingly causing 
alarm and despondency all 
arouitd the country in the sense 


keep wananchi, police on edge 

. that insecurity looms at almost considerable gains in the area of in our grime parks in 1980s who Every year thousands of you 


every comer of (he urban and 
rural centres r& it does in remote 
country roads' where bandit* 
target private cars, public service 
vehicles and tourists. 

Indeed, the gangsters are not 
even sparing the law enforcement 
agents And gun battle with police 
are commonplace in the streets 
of Nairobi. The law enforcers 
have suffered fatalities much as 
they have also killed scores of 
suspects this year. 

This whole scenario is taking 
place -when the police; have 
stepped up their fight dgaiqst 
crime and when they are making 


probing corruption. Ai the snine 
lime there appears to be too many 
police personnel deployed on 
political duties and n; jd blocks 
surveillance who s iould be' 
redeployed, even on i mipornry 
basis, to dcAl with growing 
insecurity and crime. 

Previously the' police 
department ho* argued that the . 
crime rate is comparable to 
previous years: But iho. is hot the 
issue. The issue here is that 
criminals are now bcuer armed 
with moiesophislibalcv'guns and 
ore going about their business' in 
a manner reminiscent ot ^ poachers 


almost annihilated the elephant 
population until' decisive and 
lough war was waged against 
them. 

It now would appenr that the 
police should go back to thejr 
drawingbhnrd and formulate new 
tactics and techniques of 
com baling ihe crime menace 
once' and for -nil. Grime haa in 
recent years been blamed on the 
opposition, guerrilla movements, 
some known individuals — all 
who appear to be invisible. 

Th'e- Tact is. We are 
experiencing '-Serious 
unemployment in our country,' 


youth 

flock to tlie city from rural areas 
in large numbers seeking 
employment. They soon get 
disillusioned and frustrated when 
they fail lo achieve their goal. 

In desperation some of them 
join criminals in the city to earn 
a living, and the number is 
swelling. Those, going back' to 
ihcir rural Koines, they lake with 
ihcirt their newly acquired 
“profession" and spread 
insecurity there to bothllie police 
and the law. 

Kenyans have hi turn tended ’ 
to lose confidence in their 
Turn to Page 14 
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New clamour for African Jesus 

VL/k„_ ,i._ e ~ . _ 


When (lie former General Secretary of 
All Africa Conference of Churches 
(AACCJ, the Rev Canon Burgess Carr, 
called for an African Jesus in the 
Seventies, some people dismissed him as 
an alarmist. Today a similar voice is 
being heard, this time from the new 
generation of the clergy. 

The controversial minister of the 
Episcopal Church of Liberia had been 
quoted as saying that Africans had had a 
British Jesus on their backs for so long 
and that it was limefor the African church 
to discover an African Jesus. 

This time round one of the voices 
calling for an African Jesus is that of the 
Rev Obcd Dambala MauMhe pastor, in- 
chorgc of the Kenya Evangelistic al 
Lutheran Church, Tana River parish. 

Maua,Jlte only Pokomo minister f rom 
Uw district known as Galolc during the 
colonial porio'd, goes cvcirfurthertoargue 
that for the Christian church to be seen 
and perceived as authentically African, 
Africans will have to discover tljcir own 
Jesus who they will not only understand 
well but perceive as their own. 

But what does Maua think of 
Christianity at the Kenyan coast which 
for centuries hits been traditionally a 
Muslim domain? "Nay”, lie retorts, saying 
that Christians had their equal share even 
in what is said to be a Muslim majority 


"know your 

CLERGY 


By Seth Muslsl J | 

d«wratefLTlt! S - nnd T ,Cn fr ° m According to h.m, the current 
to Muslim 8 * Ven 01,1 mmiagC misunderstanding between evangelical 

churches and those under the umbrella of 

— Th ° fal .'' gr of ' hree ^ NCCK was no. healthy to the 




concedes, however, that there were some 
Muslims who had converted to 
Christianity willingly without any form 
of inducement because they believed the 
Bible revealed the truth and that it is 
written in a language that is easily read 
and understood. 

£aual rights 

Says the cleric: *Tt should lie realised 
also that Muslims tend to be militant 


uciwccn evangelical 
churches and (hose under the umbrella of 
the NCCK was not healthy to the 
spreading of the gospel, especially where 
the latter were often accused of being 
opposition sympathizers. 

His advice is that Christians wherever 
they are should pray for all churches 
regardless of which ecumenical body they 
belong to as this will enable the church to 
realise its calling. 

As for those who think the church 
today was not as vocal ns during the days 
of the apositcs, the Rev Maua says the 
opposite was the truth. “Actually, we can 



ll,m musiims [cntl to be militant opposite was the truth, “Actually, we can 
when they perceive their religion is under safely say the church today is tryingtosee 

Hi rent. Sometimes they may over-react 10 '* lhatlhe world reaches every comer of 

with vengeance by ex -communicating or [he world, but ilisihefiock that negatively 

subjecting to unnecessary suffering, receives the message", 
socially oreconomically, those who may 0n complaints that the number of 

De . canleiniSIniiim man ...k. . . .... 
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Token mnnay 

Christianity is not- subservient to 
Mbslim aa some people have been made 
to believe. What there is is that there - are 
many people at the coast who mny like to 
identify with the Church of Christ but 
they fear the consequences that may 
befall them because 6f the belief that 
Muslims are dominant," he say s, 

He 'says there are many people who 
maybe willing to convert to Christianity, ■ 
but fall todo so because of token money 
J^jgMgrrwoived while the men are . 


be -contemplating converting to 
Christianity." 

Maua docs nouhink Kenya is seriously 

affected by abuseofhuman rights, arguing 

that the country is liospilable. He says 
that those claiming that there were 
problems of human rights should justify 
their Claims. 

He agrees that while the church 
preached the . gospel, it was not 
successfully becoming (he voice of Cite 
voiceless because the leaders in the 
country always misunderstand its mission 
apd heaped diatribes on it. 


men who go to church was declining 
while that of women tribblcd Maua says 
that common sense and actual /esearch 
had shown that men did not have lime for 
church work and many appeared not to be 
hungry for God's word as a result of the 
social, economic and even. political 
problems which had permeated their lives. 

Tlie38-year-oldohurch minister, who 
claims it was his maternal grandmother. 
Amnliye Jonathan, who influenced him 
into becoming » Christum, disagrees that 
politics should remain 3 he domain of 
politicians saying Him those who thought 
so had no notion of what politics meant. 

Politics .can be best understood if 


Winners' 8-day expedition 
starts at Giraffe Centre 
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— togelhen Sa. politics meant common 


The Rev Obed Dambala Maua 

decisions by a.commuriity to mandate a 
person or persons to cany out a certain 
function and bring back a feedback". 

The Rev Obed Dantala Maua was 
born in July 1957 at Laziina Village' 
S a lama location, Garsen in a Family of six 
brothers and three sisters; 

1 He was educated locally at Garsen 
prim ary - and*Hola secondary schools. In 
1980 he was employed as an Untrained 
teacher. Five years later he won a 
scholarship to proceed to the Evangelical 
Lutheran Theological College at 
Makuraira in Arusha, Tanzania, where 
he studied and was awarded a general 
certificate in theology after five years. 

When ho reiurnetLio the country he 
was appointed the pastor-in-charge of 
Tann^iver Parish. He is married to Ruth 
□ambAla. ' 1 


It was V most thrilling and 
hilarious ocCasibre.fbr the high 
school students gathered recently 
at the Giraffe Centre within the 
Langata area Of Nairobi. The 
students were beginning aimght- 
d«y. expedition and there could 
nothavebeen amore appropriate 
venue ns they watolted and fed 
the giraffe. 

The centre.: hit* been in 
exigence:; si qeb 1983. It is 
managed by the- Kenyan-based - 
African : Fund for Endangered 
Wildlifip (JAFfe^jV) whose major 
interest has beqtl to save the 
Rothschild . giraffe from 
extinction. 

Towards thi^rcalisatiqn, 
pr&a^izesapeoial contests 
With'a bias .on environment for 
. both primary.; and secondary 
sc hoO!p ^i]s alioyer die country, 

1 The. contests, take place every 
June to coincide with fhe World 
Bnvironmen^Day. r| 

The children who- excel are 
awarded certificates or trophies, 
anddtore^ftef invited to the centre 
for a free safari to, the country's . 

, 9*tione|l parka and wildlife 


By Sath Muslsl 


sanctuaries. 

So, the more than 30 students 
at .the centre were there for a 

briefing before embarking on the 

‘■most coveted" annual 
expedition, 

As soon-as they arrived at the 
centre. Hie students wore asked 
to move to the mezzanine floor 
of a building for.a belter view of 
the giraffe. 

The tallest animals on earth 
Knitted, one after the other, 
towards the, students who had 
beenallow^d tq fe^d them with 
Itoraqoubos conaistingofcitishcd 
mriic, wiieat,lp9emesnd various 
vilamin and miiieral tablets. Arid 
as they fed the animals, they also 
touched and caressed them. 

;The Giraffe Centra is not a 
P^eiveof^choplchildren.Qlher 
visitors a?$ most' welcome. 
Initially . the intention - was to . 
expose students " to- the 
conservation of biological;., 
diversity as xtliey . were better 
placed to spread that gaspej to- 
their cqijuniinities. j . - .J.,- 



Ssr before the ‘^edition winners ONSET) 


Today visitors include- tfie 
Mny* public and tourists. The 
entry fifes charged has enabled 
the centre to, become self. 

R * Ve " u ® E6n0rQted * 

and ; proceedings the ^a 
noi^e gpia, long way ( 0 making, 
the centre pelf-reliant. ‘ 

According to the chaiiman of 
N bqard of directors, Mr Sam 

Ngethei through this local and , 

W<totolionalsuppor!i AfEW was 

*eai(i ,of 

putting upa-perpiaiicnt jsirucriire., 


whiqh wi(| house an. 

fldministraiiqn block and lecture 
halls. ! 

The new. pprinari^nt structure, 
was estimated to post Sh 7.5 
million, Mr J^gethe. said aijd ‘ 
appealed, for, financial support 
from organisations as well as 

Ufoll mkl.1 ' ‘ » 


.complete constructing the 
structure soon. 

\Oa han^l to see- foe student s- 
off were AFEW directors R 

Andcrson. A.M/oldnda and" 


Giraffe .Centre chief executive 
Peter SJiUaho. • 

Mr Anderson explained how 

in late ' 1 <) 79 , w ith five giraffe al 
the.cenlre, it was decidedby its 

founder, JockLeslie-Melvillo, to 
build a aelf-sustainable nature 
education centra where Kenyan 
school children, Could visit free 
ofeharge, to feed, touch and have 
eyeball contact with giraffe, . 

Children are alto taught .the 
necessity, of protecting the 

country's wildlife aud its habitat. 


From Page 13 

security apparatus as is evida. 
by the military-typeof barrio 
around residential 
commercial premises 
army of private watchmen, 
over as well as "mob^ 
along with public l^hir,- 
suspects. 1 ' 

Kenyans, I would My . f 
absolutely fed up with Hu , t 
crime U being explained Tta 
want action -stem and sen, 
action that can guarantee in 
security as they go about thn 
businesses day and night. U» 
pay- taxes to maintain i pofo 
forceand other secgrjtyimiifti 
should protect then Hvei « 
property. Pointing accusu. 
fingers and sending the eatn 
nation on wild goose chase vj] 
notdo. 

The situation ishowever.as 
hopeless because ih 
a govemmenL if willing, can vi 

n is able to move effectively ad 
considerably cu rb crime bringaj 
s the situation back to normal. Bm 

j' there are some surgical 

c operations which must be carried 

out within the security personnel 
j The government must be fiiBy 

, satisfied that: 

I • Police o fficen on the better 

investigating crimeare not party 
I to criminal activities, 

• Policedonolconspireorto- 
operate with crimlnili in 
planning and- executing 
robberies. 

• They do not offer pioledioa 
toevil doersin order to shire the 
loot or.cover up crime. 

•-.Suspect police officers are 
i 8wiftlyinve$ ligated, and, 

• Those implicated or found 
to be collaborators withcrimiiuii 
are prosecu ted or retired in pubis 
interest whatever their ranks « 
ethnicity, 

1 Additionally, other avtiUtdf 
aims of security should be mow 
involved incrime fighting- 
should include more imcgwiiw 
of the AdminisfralivePoSM 10 ^ 
in case of urban centw 
Nairobi,- the city aakarit 

It is more difficult for regn^ 
police mixed with Aft W** 
or conspire in the comrriisrion cf 
a covering up crime or fl'W 
sharing :Uie loot with robbflf - » 
is even more complicated if A* 
team is spiced with city asknh 
who now spend the besip^ 

their time whenofficMckwean 0 

5pm and on weekends, harassini 
hawkers trying toeam an toiwt 
income. 

The askaris in the city ^ 

elsewhere should be mddetoBam 

their living in a more product* 
manner than foiling inf<w"'« 
entrepreneurship which i 
offering gainful empJoyia®* 1 ** 
thousands of Kenyans. 

— George Myticigi is a for** 
Assistant ■ Minister i 
Agriculture . 
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Conspirators trick colleagues 
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b was games time -in our Bchool 
one Tuesday afternoon. I was in 
Standard Six, 

Since there wa» no - ball or 
teacher to lead us into playing 
ume game we were quite idle. 
But thst-doesn't mean the whole 
limes' time was spent in 
idleness. Some pupils yverc 
engaged in ono kind of activity 
or another. Mischief of course 
trek the-bigger part . 

Ih tny group oneof us said hri 
had learnt some magic. 

during the holidaysi 1 visited 


By-Wachlye-Wanyonyl 


my aunt in Zanzibar and was 
lucky to meet a well-known 
aiga/igaknown as Nyinyowa.He 
taught me some kind of magic 
called ‘From three, this is the 
right choice."’ 

“What does that mean?" we 
all asked, curiosity taking the 
better part of us. 

“Quitesimplel " Yechiwa, our • 
classmate said." Arrange three 
articles one on lop of each other. 
From those three take one as 


your main choice in my absence 
and I will come to tel] you exactly 
the choice you made .from the 
three items,"tnagic boy Yechiwa 
bragged. 

"Okay, lei's seel” we said as 
we chose one among us to lead 
Yechiwa some distance Grom us. 
In his absence we look three 
articles. These were an exercise 
book', text book, and geometrical 
set. 

We decided the last item to be 
our main choice. Weihen placed 
the text bookdown, followed by 


Donkey kills owner 


Yusuf loved putting into practice 
whatever he preached. He never 
peached water and drank wine. 

U wasno t in his interest to say 
snd notdo tfhal had been passed 
81 Ihe village headman's 
meetings. 

When therefore, it wag 
resolved that donkeys' dung was 
iKcoming-a menace intho village 
“ri as such. the animals should 
*** n# PP«8, he was the first 
Pwsort to support the idea and act 
upon it immediately. 

He took his donkey, M warns, 
to a man who was an expert tailor 
M the .shopping centre, 

Wanambisi, the tailor, took the 
donkey's measurements end 
embarked on the task of sewing 
the nappies. Before, the week 
ended, he- had made seven 
“Apples of different colours as 
desired tty. Yusuf. The napfwea 
were -made' of a. thick heavy 
maleripl. 

• Yuaufliadplannedhwdankey 
to using a different nappy for 
*>dn pf the seven days- of the 
: Week.-. 


-were ready and on reaching 
home, he tried each of them on 
Mwcmn. He was overjoyed to 
see that each of them fitted 

properly. 

Yusuf thoughtof going to (he 
headman's- home and showing 
him that lie was a good nnd law- 
abiding villager who believed in 
Batting good examples for others 
to follow. 

He dressed his donkey in a 
red nappy ,-sal on his back and . 
left riding at a high speed for the 
headman's home. He whistled 
joyfully as he did.so. When- he 
arrived,'the headman ordered his 
.-gpaids to -call the rest of the 
villagers to- come and -witness 
that-their suggestion had been 
put in practice. 

After seeing the unusual but 
funny sight of a donkey wearing 
a nappy, the villagers felt it was 
surely a good thing to do and 
each' -left- thinking what typo of 
nappy, to mHke his donkey. 

On his part, Yusuf decided to 


; Yiisuf collected the nappies leave for his horaebut found out 
81 soon -.as he learnt that they that his donkey had already filed 


its nappy with droppings. This 
created discomfort to the donkey 
arid because of this it refused to 
move any further. Moreover, 
being not used tonappies, it- fell 
it was -being deprived of its 
freedom of movement. 

Yusuf sensed what had gone 
wrong anddismounted to remove 
the dirt from the overflowing 
nappy.- In the process of pulling 
it bock, the donkey tried a leap 
jump to escape, thur-kicking its - 
master with. its hind' legs and 
knooking him'down. He was left 
in great pain. 

Yusuf later died due to hard 
kicks and the ohief and villagers 
felt terribly- sorry for- the great 
loss of one of -the best villagers, 
At his burial it -was announced 
that the-idea of donkeys wearing 
nappies should bo abandoned that - 
same day. . 

"We can bear with donkeys 
' refuse but can't bear losing 
another son or daughter of this 
village through a similar death 
brought-aboul by. funny ideas," 
the chief said. 

On the ddrikey's part, it had 
learnt the lesson that its means of 
defence lay in kicks! 


the set and on lop wc placed the 
exercise book. 

The''magic boy” was brought 
back. He made some funny dance 
and singing what was-jargon to 
all .of us. After the dance, he 
proceeded to where we had 
placed the three items. 

He picked one by one, smell 
it and replaced each as it was 
before. As he smelt the items he 
went on murmuring .to himself. 
In the end-he addressed us and 
then revealed to us loud and dear. 
“Your main choice was the- 
geometrical sell" 

This was magic indoed. 

Thripe we tried him With other 
different items changing their 
positions but he beat us .at- our 
game. 

Yes,- we agreed Yechiwa hnd 
indeed learnt somemngic hence 
the nickname "magic boy." But 
was itsomemagicor a mere trick 
played on us? Here is ho w hd did 
it. 

He had conspired with one of 
us days earlier before that games 
day. The conspirator was with us 
when “magic, boy" was taken 
away-jtora us nnd wbenwemode 
our choice from the three items, 
^ilhout -any reason for us. to 
suspect foul play, he mingled 
with us freely as he noted what 
we chose and - where wepl seed it 

After that hostood just like us 
and wailed with, anxiety for 
‘magic boy' to come and choose 
the item, Here is where the whole 
trick lay. The conspirator stood 
at some vantage point within the 
grpup for “magic boy” to see 
h|m dearly. 

When he came and made the 
funny donee, he was secretly 
checking in what manner the 
conspirator pased. Hands akimbo 
meant top item, hands stretched 
down meant bottom item and 
hands across (he chest 'middle- 
item. 

Just foal and Yechiwa become 
“magic boy" to us! 
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Crossword 


Across: 

1. A harbour 
4.’Ri8e to one's feet 

7. Frozen water 

8. Condemnation 
). Wrench apart 

1 0. To fetch, to lead or cany here 

13. A'tuber. 

14. - Easily moved to pity, love; 
etc. 

15. Eye is for sight as is 

for hearing 

16. As fares 

18. To crowd full 

19. - . Automobile Association 
(abbrev) 

- 20. Came into view 
23. Whan is owed 
.24. Pleased 

26. East Africa (abbrev) 

.27: Not out 

28. What falls to anyone -as his 
fortune - 

30. An instructing lesson on any . 
subject to a class or other 
audience 

Down: 

1. A feeling for the suffering and 
misfortunes of others. 

2: Vast expanse of salt water 

3. 480 sheets of paper 

4. Not drunk 

5. Past participle of tear 


6. In Uk middle of 

1 1 . Catch with a net 

12. Become enlarged by a natural 
process 

14. Not wild 

15. Direction tl« sun rises from 

17. Greeted 

18. Biblical person who 
underwent various tribulations 

19. Everything • 

21. Tree 

22. Fuss' 

24. A large antelope 

25. Kind of beer 
27. Think, spoken of 
29. Tuberculosis 
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